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By Evan W., 8 

On September 14th, Ms. Langston, (now 

Mrs. Spencer) came back from her 

honeymoon, to start her post as Barnettôs 

new 8th grade assistant principal. Previously 

the 8th grade TAKS math teacher, the 

students may feel they know the real Mrs. 

Spencer. Evan sat down with the new Vice 

Principal to get some information students 

may not have already known. 

 

Evan: Why did you start teaching? 

Mrs. Spencer: In fifth grade, I tutored 

kids, and I enjoyed it, so I decided to 

become a teacher. 

 

Evan: Why did you choose to work with 

eighth graders? 

Mrs. Spencer: I want to help eighth graders 

prepare for high-school. 

 

Evan: Where have you taught before 

coming to Barnett? 
Mrs. Spencer: I taught Kindergarten at 

Morning Side Elementary in Fort Worth and 

5th grade reading also in Fort Worth. 

 

Evan: Why did you want to become an 

assistant principal? 

Mrs. Spencer: I wanted to help students in 

all subjects instead of just one. 

 

Evan: What are you future goals? 

Mrs. Spencer: I would like to become a 

principal. 

 

Mrs. Langston - Spencer  
 Our New Assistant Principal  

Marlen Q., 8  
Graphic depicting student 

enthusiasm for the new 

assistant principal 
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AVID Induction  
 By Jordan E., 7 and Mrs. Heuszel 

On September 10, approximately 150 

students were inducted into Barnett Junior 

Highôs AVID program. Students, dressed in 

their Sunday best,  presented AVID 

philosophies to their parents, grandparents, 

and faculty.  

The ceremony consisted of the 

presentation of colors by the 14th Marine 

Regiment, Ft. Worth, TX,  student 

presentations, and a guest speaker Keishia 

Anerobi sister of Courtney A.8. 

The students were presented with 

certificates by Mrs. Elwood and AVID 

coordinator Mrs. Miles. 

Keishia, an AVID student at Bowie High 

School, spoke about her perspective on being 

an upcoming AVID graduate. She stated, ñAt 

times it was hard, but Iôm glad I joined 

AVID.ò 

The program concluded with  a song . First 

year AVID student Delvon S. 8, sang 

ñWorldôs Greatestò by R.Kelley with 

background vocals provided by the AVID 

students. 

AVID , or Advancement Via Individual 

Determination,  is a program designed to help 

students who fall in the middle learn study 

skills and team building so that they can pave 

a clear way to college. 

 
Delvon S, 8 sings while other 

AVID students sing background 

behind him. 
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Bear Buddies  

Barnett Junior High School Newspaper  

This year Barnettôs entire faculty and 

staff have adopted the entire student body to 

better serve each student.  Our mentor 

teams, ñBear Buddiesò, meet at least twice a 

month. Each team of 10-15 students will 

have at least one professional staff   member 

and possibly one paraprofessional.  The 

program is designed to get to know the 

Barnett students better and study leadership 

laws.  Each mentor team will then present 
research to the entire student body. 

Students have met twice to build team 

relationships, develop personal goals, and 

learn leadership points. So far, students have 

named their groups, written down their 

personal goals, and some groups have even 

elected officers! 

 

 



Criticôs Corner 
 

The Last Olympian 

by Rick Riordan 

By Noah M., 8 

 

Supposedly the last 

book in the five book 

installment, Percy 

Jackson and The 

Olympians: The 

 Last Olympian hit the bookshelves with 

an enormous fan base. As usual, Percyôs 

normal life is interrupted by an 

important mission in the Olympian 

world. The book carries more suspense 

than any of the other books in the series, 

making it by far the best. All secrets, 

mysteries, and prophecies are finally 

revealed. The illustrated battle scenes 

create an obsessive feeling in which you 

canôt put the book down. I give this 

book 4.5 out of 5 stars. The final battle, 

Percy vs. Kronos, will determine the 

fate of the Greek world. Will darkness 

prevail or will the Olympians have what 

it takes to defeat Kronos? Read to find 

out! 

A Music Review 

MmHmm- Relient K  

By Noah M., 8 

Tired of the current music youôre 

listening to? Check out Relient K! Lead 

vocalist Matt Thiessen writes most of 

their songs. The band was named after 

the lead guitarist Matt Hoopesô old, 

beat-up Reliant K car. Relient K has 7 

albums out, and theyôre currently 

finishing up the 8th one, which is 

scheduled to come out sometime this 

year. Relient K is an alternative/punk 

band switching between guitars and the 

piano. Mmhmm is a fast-paced album 

with 14 tracks. Standout tracks include: 

ñBe My Escapeò, ñI So Hate  

Consequencesò , and ñWhich To Bury; 

Us Or The Hatchetò. Be My Escape is 

one of their most popular songs, using 

steady guitar and piano melodies. Matt 

Thiessenôs songwriting talent is 

awesome. The lyrics always tell stories 

or thoughts that relate to what a lot of 

guys deal with: girl trouble and huge 

mistakes. ñI So Hate Consequencesò has 

a lot of heavy guitar anthems. An upbeat 

rhythm makes the song easy to enjoy. 

The lyrics refer to how everyone makes 

mistakes, but nobody wants to deal with 

the consequences. Lastly, ñWhich to 

Bury; Us or the Hatchetò has lyrics that 

express the 

stress and 

anxiety you 

feel when you 

mess up and 

someone 

wonôt forgive 

you. This is 

my favorite 

song of theirs. Light guitar strumming in 

the verses quickly leads up to hardcore 

choruses. If you listen and decide that 

you like the group Relient K, you might 

also like Parachute, Plain White Tôs, 

and Forever the Sickest Kids. I give this 

album five out of five stars. 

 

 

acebook 

By Mahin D.,8 

Facebook is a social networking site 

where you can find your friends, make 

new ones, and do all sorts of things with 

them. The site includes many features, 

including the iLike music app, where 

you can find songs and post them on 

your profile, a toolbar at the bottom 

where you can chat, games for you 

video gamers out there, and other 

applications. There are also quizzes that 

have been made by you, your fri ends, or 

other people! Your profile is an 

important part of your facebook 

account. There are different pages to 

your profile, including the wall, where 

all your latest posts, statuses, go; the 

info page, where all the info on your 

age, birthday, address, interests, etc. are 

posted; and the photos page, where all 

your precious photos are kept. You can 

add more pages if you like, also.   

This site is awesome and fun for 

people of all ages, so try Facebook out 

and meet some new, and old, friends 

and get together.  

 

 

 

Spotlight on Student 
Clubs  

Color Guard Club  

Tharon M., 8 

A new club, Color Guard, started 

Thursday, September 3. They will 

march at school games, like football 

and basketball. At the last meeting, the 

kids at color guard were practicing how 

to do the commands that Mr. Puckett, 

the color guard sponsor, gave them. 

Some commands are easy, like the 

ñabout faceò. Others, like simply 

standing up straight, sucking in your 

stomach, keeping you shoulders up, 

while looking forward, sound funny, 

but are harder than they sound. ñWhen 

it comes to marching you will have to 

do exactly that and do all of the 

commands correctly,ò says Tharon M. 

8, ñotherwise you will look silly.ò 

Color guard has four leader positions,  

including commander and second in 

command. Only the leader will give the 

commands while everybody else 

listens, and if the leader is unable to 

make it, then second in command will 

take charge. 

The people who join color guard are 

able to dress up in cool marching 

outfits and will march in games during 

half time. If you would like to join, 

come to the meetings every Thursday at 

4:15P.M. after school. 

 

History Club  
By Lindsey B. Mavericks 

The History Club is a fun club where 

you learn about history, meet new 

people, and go on trips. This club  

consists of the President, Vice-

President, Secretary, Historian,  

Sergeant-at-Arms, the members of the 

club, and the sponsors. They do 

fundraisers to be able to go on trips and 

the likes, and they discuss the different 

things in history with the debate/speech 

team.  Meetings are on Mondays unless 

there is a holiday or stated otherwise on 

the announcements.  

Hope to see you at the next meeting! 
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The Elwood P rincip le 

Letter from Principal 

Dear Barnett Parents/Guardians: 

 Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year.  

It is hard to believe that we are already 

into the 2nd six weeks.  We want 

to emphasize that we must continue to 

work together to empower your child to 

be a life-long learner.  In particular, our 

goal for this school year is for 100% of 

our students to pass all parts of the TAKS 

tests.  Together with your support, we can 

do it.   We will have taken at least one set 

of benchmark tests in 7th grade writing 

and in 8th grade reading by the time you 

receive this newsletter.  

 

From the first day of school, we 

have emphasized students focusing on 

being in dress code with visible IDs, and 

all telecommunication devices powered 

off. We remind students to enter and exit 

each classroom focused on learning, 

walking on the right hand side of the 

hallway, and being honorable.  We are 

proud of our students each and every day 

as they strive to do these things because it 

is the Barnett way. 

 

We invite you to come and visit 

classrooms, observe our everyday 

operations, and give us feedback to help 

empower us to be even better.  With your 

watchful eye and communication, you 

will be a vital part of the measure of 

excellence that we strive to achieve. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Creative Side  
Brother Bear  

By: Jordan E., 7 

Brother bear came back from his 

hunt with at least four deer strapped 

across his back.  

It was a good hunt as usual, thought 

brother bear. Most of the deer knew 

who he was, and they gave him the 

deer he caught.  

He strapped the deer to a tree to 

keep wild animals from eating his hard 

earned hunt. Later, after coming from 

the bathing spring, he saw a fierce 

looking bear jump from the ground 

and grab one of his deer. Getting his 

bow and arrow, he aimed and would 

have injured the bear, if it had not 

turned into a woman.  

Stunned, he ran and tried to get a 

closer look at the strange lady. She 

said a strange word and began to 

change into a bear again, but halfway 

she changed back into a woman.  

Exhausted, she fainted. Brother 

bear, fearing she might be dead, 

carefully picked her up and took her 

home. When she finally woke up, 

brother bear was out on a hunt. When 

he came back to his home, she had 

taken a shower and looked very 

different.  

òHello, stranger. Welcome to my 

homeò he said. 

 The stranger looked at him and 

replied saying ñMy name is Izu-ma or 

shape changer ñ 

ñHow do you do it; your shape 

changing I mean?ò he asked. 

ñI am from the Akima tribe,ò she 

replied. 

 Shocked Brother Bear backed out 

of the tent  

ñStop!ò ordered Izu-ma. ñMother 

bear told me to bring you back,ò she 

explained. é.Continued on the School 

Website :http://www.aisd.net/aisd/Barnett 

/Organizations/BearFacts/ 

 

 
Tribute to Columbus Day, 

Cassidy R., 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In the Classroom  
 

Newspaper Fashions 

Information provided by Mrs. Lea, 

Speech 

Photos by Mrs. Heuszel 

The students in Mrs. Leaôs Speech class 

had fun making clothes out of newspaper. 

The objective of the assignment was to 

work together in a group, but there was a 

catch. They could not talk. They were 

given a sheet of paper to draw out their 

ideas, but they couldnôt write words on 

the paper. If any student in the group 

talked, that student had to sit out for one 

minute. After their one minute, they could 

rejoin the group. The total time they were 

given to make their new designs was 15 

minutes. At the end of class, the students 

introduced their new fashions to the class 
(verbally of course).  

 

Right:Kasey S. 8, Aaron B. 8, Jerry M. 8  

Destoney W.  8,Tazia B. 8 Kasey S. 8, 

Aisha Q. 8, Megan N. 8, Shay B. 8,  

 

 

Native Texans Weaponry 
By Matthew B., 8th  

Photos by Caleb M. 7, and Evan W. 8, 

On Friday September 18th, Mr. 

Darket and Mr. Churchôs classes hunted 

buffalo on the plains known as the 

Barnett football field.  

In the seventh grade Texas History 

classes, they are learning about Native 

Texans and their lifestyles. They 

discussed how the ancient people of 

Texas used spears to hunt buffalo and 

other game. They soon developed a 

curved stick that fitted onto the end of a 

spear, which when thrown, gave the 

spear more velocity. Eventually, it 

evolved into the bow and arrow, a more 

powerful and more accurate way to 

hunt.  

The classes got the opportunity to try 

this hunting method out on the open 

range. They had fun, but take their 

word for it; itôs not as easy as it looks!      

 
Right: Mr. Church, Kourtney B. 7, 

Mariah T. 7, Taylor L.7, Darius L. 7, 

Mrs. Marc-Charles 

By: Javon A., 8 

This is Ms. Marc-Charles first year at 

Barnett.  We decided to ask her a few 

questions and find out how her year has 

been going so far. 

 

Javon: How long have you been 

teaching? 

Mrs. Marc-Charles: I have been 

teaching two years in Texas, and two 

years in Virginia. 

 

Javon: How has your experience been 

at Barnett so far? 

Mrs. Marc-Charles: Amazing! I love 

all of the different personalities of my 

Spotlight  on    Teachers  
students . They are all great for such 

different reasons. 

 

Javon: What school were you at 

before Barnett?  

Mrs. Marc- Charles: Last year I was 

at Hutcheson Junior High. 

 

Javon: If you could give your 

students any advice for the future 

what would it be? 

Mrs. Marc- Charles:  Always put 

110% in all you do. It doesnôt matter 

if it is school or sports, always try 

your hardest. 

 

Welcome Ms. Marc-Charles and the 

other new teachers to Barnett!  

 

Mrs. Green  

By Mai Le, 7 

Mrs. Green has moved her 

expertise to seventh grade this year! 

Previously an 8th grade teacher, she 

is now the math teacher and team 

leader for the Olympian team.  

She was born in Fort Worth, and 

she went to college at the University 

of North Texas. She likes teaching 

at Barnett because the students 

enjoy her and they get along very 

well! She wants her students to learn 

something new every single day. 

We hope that Mrs. Green will have 

a great year! 
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Summer is Over 

 By Claudia CS. 8, 

 

The sounds of children 

laughing and playing,  

are replaced by students 

sitting quietly eager to learn. 

 

Summer is over. 

Days spent staring at the clouds, 

are replaced by working  

until the day is done. 

 

Summer is over. 

What were once warm, endless days, 

are now cold lonely nights. 

 

Summer is over, 

Autumn is here.  

Dates to Remember: 
Oct.8 ï Early Dismissal Noon 

Oct. 9& 12- Student Holidays 

Oct. 13- Jazz Band Field Trip to Bass 
Hall 

Oct.16- Picture Retakes 

             Football Pictures 

Oct. 26- Fall Choir Concert 
Oct.28- Progress Reports 

Oct.29- Band Fall Dinner Concert 

Nov. 11- First 7th & 8th Grade       

            Basketball Game (Boys and  
            Girls) 

Nov.19- Cluster Choir Concert at 

Bowie     

               High School 
Nov.20 ï Second Six Weeksô Report  

               Cards 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Summer School? On Purpose? 

 

The summer students enrolled in the 

AVID program at Barnett Junior High 

School participated in a special program. 

Much like camp, students came to school, 

played games, sang songs, and did arts and 

crafts. These students were getting ready for 

the more rigorous classes they would be 

taking. The students got a chance to get to 

know the school and their peers before 

school started, and getting a head start to 

literary terms and math skills they will need 

for 7th and 8th grades. By the end of the five 

day session Barnett had over twenty five 

students coming to summer school, on 

purpose!  

 

Pictured: Preston M.  7, Paxton M.,7 , 

Helen X. 7 and Rebecca B.,7 

 

 
Coming to a Math Classroom Near You! 

 

This summer the Wal-Mart Neighborhood 

Market on Sublett awarded Barnett with 

$1,000 for student calculators. Through an 

effort with Mrs. Heuszel and Ms. Langston, 

Barnett accepted the award in August.  

Barnett is grateful for their continued 

support and look forward to putting these 

tools in the hands of the students. 

 

Pictured: Mrs. Langston-Spencer, Liisa 

McCoy  

 

 
 

Artwork: Cloudy with a Chance of 

Meatballs,  by :Dathon D. 7, 
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Artwork by:Ponyo, Kelsy N. 7, 

Gamer, John J. 7, 


