2010 Leaders Inspiring Families for Excellence Academy for Junior High Schools
“Planting Seeds for a Secure Future”

What is Arlington Coalition for Education (A.C.E.)?

A.C.E. is an organization comprised of civic minded, college graduates, and highly successful businessmen and women affiliated with fraternities and sororities interested in helping and supporting youth with their educational endeavors.
What is L.I.F.E. Academy?

It is a venue used to have students, parents, and community servants come together to focus on relevant, relative, illuminating topics of concern and interest via workshops/candid discussion.  Academic and life skills are covered via the workshops.
When?         Saturday, February 27, 2010

Where?        Workman Junior High School

                     701 E. Arbrook Blvd., Arlington, Texas

What time?   9:00 – Continental Breakfast

                    10:00 – General Session

                    10:30 – Sessions Begin

                      2:00 – Academy Ends
How can students and parents register?

Via the AISD Web site/campus website or on hard copy 
Registration ends February 12, 2010.

Manually completed registration forms will be submitted by Coordinators Friday, February 16 via inner school mail.

Compositions for the essay writing contest are due by Friday, February 19, 2010.
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Will lunch and transportation be provided for participants?

Yes.  Project Soar Campus Coordinators are responsible for generating a list of names of students/parents who will need transportation to the event.  The request for transportation should be made to Patricia Hogg (ext. 7.7853).  A bus request should be completed and supplied for Ms. Hogg two weeks prior to the event by the Campus Project SOAR Coordinator. 
What is the goal of this year’s academy?

The goal is for every campus to have at least thirty students in attendance.
The winning school will have their picture posted on the AISD website.

Potential Mentees (At Risk Numbers) for 2010

	School
	Potential Mentees for 2010-2011

	BJHS
	62

	Barnett JHS
	50

	Boles JHS
	71

	CJHS
	55

	FJHS
	35

	GJHS
	115

	HJHS
	87

	Nichols
	68

	OJHS
	62

	SJHS
	55

	WJHS
	65

	YJHS
	138


Who is eligible to attend?

Parents and guardians
Students who meet the following criteria:
· Classified as At Risk
· Failed math, English or two courses in seventh grade
· Record of an assignment to an alternative school

· Have a sibling who has dropped out of school
· Retained one grade level previously
· Record of interaction with an attendance officer
· Have a sibling who is incarcerated or identified as a member of a gang
· Have a parent or sibling who was or is a teen parent
· Attend school in the A.I.S.D.
· Enrolled in AVID and Advanced Placement classes
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What do we need from principals, counselors, Project SOAR Campus Coordinators, and club/organization sponsors?
· Identify and invite students who are deemed At Risk 
· Counselors to assist with the selection of two workshops that might be beneficial to students (see attachment for topics)
· English teachers to assist with encouraging students to enter the essay writing contest (Topic:  What is the Value of Education?)  The winner will receive a laptop computer to be presented at the end of the academy.
· Publicize/promote the event via campus website,Teleparent, Intouch, meetings, marquee and flyers

· Encourage parents to attend

· Adults to assist students in registering manually or online via the AISD/campus websites by the deadline (February 12)
· Mathematics and science teachers to promote
What’s in it for students?

· Make the connection between education and career 

· Learn how to overcome writing anxiety

· Express themselves in a healthy environment with guidance from capable, caring adults

· Engage in role play to help them understand that it is not what I say, but it is how I say it that will open or close doors of opportunity
· Understand the difference between choices and chances

· Learn/Review test taking tips along with tips on studying and taking notes

· Attend a workshop that demonstrates how math and science impacts their daily experiences, along with tips on successfully completing math and science problems (led by teachers in the AISD) 
· Participate in workshop on healthy dating and identifying early warning signs of the potential for abusive behavior

· Talk to current high school students about the pros and cons of high school life.  Testimonials on high school vs. middle school expectation, preparing a survival kit, balancing education and social life 
How can R. Bolden be reached?

682.867.1935 (office)

972.824.0297 (cell)
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