


To Incoming 8th Graders: 

 

We have chosen The Cay and Timothy of the Cay for this year’s summer reading 
assignment.  Both novels are stories of survival and prejudice.  You should read 
The Cay first, and then read Timothy of the Cay.  Students are responsible for 
obtaining or purchasing their own copies of the novels.  We have contacted 
Barnes and Noble at the Parks Mall and Borders at the Highlands about this 
assignment, and they have assured us that they have ordered additional copies.   
Half‐Price Books and the public library are also possible sources. 

Please read Theodore Taylor’s dedication at the beginning of The Cay.  As it 
suggests, Taylor’s purpose is to “educate the young” about the dreams of Martin 
Luther King Jr., the dream that all races shall live in mutual respect and harmony.  
As you read the book, you will see the fulfillment of Dr. King’s dream come true. 

Complete the four attached worksheets as you read The Cay.  Bring the 
completed worksheets AND your copies of the novels to English class on the first 
day of school.  If you happen to misplace your packet, you may download a copy 
from the Boles website.   

You must learn the literary concepts as well as the vocabulary listed in the 
Glossary of this packet.  Be prepared to take a test over the novels, literary 
concepts, and vocabulary sometime during the first week of school.  In addition, 
you will take the AR test on both novels within the first few weeks of school which 
will allow you to earn as many as 9 of the required AR points for the 1st six weeks. 

We hope you enjoy and learn from these novels. 

Have a wonderful summer, and we look forward to working with you in the fall! 

Mrs. Ferrell 

Mrs. Reddic 

 Mrs. Stone 
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The cay is surrounded by coral reefs~vast underwater ledges made by
millions of tiny sea animals. The upper inches of a coral reef consist of liv-
ing coral animals, which use algae to make their hard skeletons.
Underneath are the skeletal remains of dead coral animals.. '

Coral reefs are like apartment houses, filled with nooks and spaces for a
vast array of underwater life: lobsters, octopi, clams, mollusks, scallops,
anemones, anQ all kinds of fish. Corals are varied, tom about 700 kinds
of reef-building coral are known to scientists today. Shaped. like fingers
and horns, branches and pipes, brains and lettuce leaves, coral reefs are
brilliantly colorful gardens. Unfortunately, the coral reefs are threatened
today by fishermen, divers, soil erosion, and pollution.
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Hurricanes are the biggest, most powerful storms of all. The word comes
from the West Indian word huraktm which means "big wind." Hurricanes
are circular in shape. Many are 600 miles wide, and their winds can reach
speedsof 100 to 180 miles per hour. During hurricanes, rain falls in heavy,
pelting, wind-driven sheets.

Hurricanes form over warm seaswhen the water temperature is about
80°F. At the center of the storm there is an "eye," or a cloud-free circular

area of calm ~,fter the eye passes,the winds blow in the opposite
dircoction

Iii ',' <~Ion{r~:.'d,hu!'Ik...H,;~Sn HJV<Id\j\/d,"/Jrorn the CqUdtUr.TheylJreakup
(M.'r cool water or land, In '19~:;3,the U.S. Weather Servicestarted
naming hurricanes.

Chapter 12

~!~da is a tropical diseasethat is
spf~ad by mosquitoes. Its symp-
toms includealternating fever and

headaches, and weakness.
[evercan also put people in

a state of mental confusion and,

as in Timothy's case, cause a suf-
ferer to see false images of objects
or fua~liJenings.Malaria can be
tre$t~d, buUher~ ,is no real cure
or vaccine. .p~eple:who have had
m~~ti~L~n,s_er relap$~s;sci-
e,ntists think this is eec:ause the
parasite that ~uses it never really
le,aves a human's body.

Chapter 17
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Moray eels are snakelike fishes
f{;)undin _al reefs and tropical
seas. They have thick, scaleless
skin, bulkyheads, and large
mouths \\1101".1'15r;-)rHJP in <;\!E'
!I{)(il GincfH?()toO!::.lc ~:! !-rH~,/

usually eat fish or mollusks,but
they can inflict serious bites on

humans when they are
disturbed or

threatened.
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