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May 7, 2008
Dear Parents and Incoming Freshmen:




What is Advanced Placement?  The AP program is an intensive program that provides high school students with the opportunity to earn advanced placement, college credit, or both at nearly 3,000 universities and colleges across the country.  The curriculum is rigorous and challenging, and for many students, success in an AP course provides the self-confidence to accomplish college-level work.  

The English Department at James Bowie High School offers Pre-Advanced Placement English I (Honors English) to all qualified freshmen.  Pre-Advanced Placement English I is a demanding course that requires more time and effort than English I.  
Homework is given daily and is often extensive, requiring students to work on multiple assignments.  Most reading will be done outside of class.  Students can expect homework on weekends and holidays as well.

Vocabulary Development is an integral part of Pre-AP English and will help prepare students for the verbal sections of the SAT, ACT, and PSAT.  Each student will receive a vocabulary workbook for their use.  If a student loses his/her workbook during the course of the year, he/she is expected to purchase a new copy before the next class so that any work assigned may be completed.  If work is missed due to losing the workbook, it will be counted as a zero per the English Department policy.
Compositions- Students enrolled in Pre-AP English I will write one major paper each six weeks, as well as several short essays.  Some writing will also include in-class timed writings.  All essays are analytical and expository essays; we do not emphasize creative writing, although students will have opportunities for creative expression.  Computers are available throughout the school, so it is expected that all outside essays be typewritten.

Core Reading List for the school year- Each six weeks will feature a piece of literature that students will study.  Much of the reading will be completed at home in order maximize time spent in class on analysis.  In order to be more successful, it is imperative for students to complete the reading(s) as assigned. Throughout the year, students will read selections from various genres- novel, short story, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.
Citizen Scholar Assignment:  Being aware of global, national, and local communities and the role the individual plays in these is essential in the development of a well-informed and productive citizen.  Additionally, the ability to effectively communicate personal ideas and to appreciate the opinions of others is critical to evolving into a well rounded, educated scholar.   Further, colleges expect students to demonstrate their knowledge of world issues and how they affect the individual.  This particular assignment will be a year long study.  Students will keep a composition notebook of articles during a specific time frame.  This will count as a test grade for four of the six grading periods next year.
Grammar- Students in the PreAP 9th grade program will participate in an in-depth grammar study.  Students should be quite familiar with the 8 parts of speech and the parts of a sentence.  If your student has not studied formal grammar, please consider looking online for some websites that would help improve these skills.  Studying formal grammar 
is important for a variety of reasons such as:


1)   it develops an appreciation for our language


2)   it strengthens communication skills in both writing and oral presentations

3)   it develops critical thinking skills 


4)   it provides students and teachers of upper level classes where we discuss 

      syntax and its effect on the literature we read

****Required Summer Reading Assignment:   Edith Hamilton’s Mythology





Before entering Bowie, students will read Parts One, Two, and Three. During the first two weeks of school, students will be required to take a test, which will cover the assigned parts. Study questions will be available on the Bowie Website by the end of the school year.  Although these questions are not required by the first day of school, completing them is highly encouraged and will be helpful to students as they complete this rather lengthy reading assignment. 


Ms. Wheat   (� HYPERLINK "mailto:awheat@aisd.net" �awheat@aisd.net�), Mrs. Guthrie (� HYPERLINK "mailto:aguthrie@aisd.net" �aguthrie@aisd.net�), and Mrs. Reed (sreed4@aisd.net).
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