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Dear Ditto Parents,  

 

The Ditto PTA, Ditto Dadõs Club and overall parental/community support continue 

to be a crucial piece of the excellence we strive for at Ditto Elementary.  Volunteering 

at school, offering to help through at -home projects, helping with homework and asking 

about your childõs day (and not settling  for òwe didnõt do anything!ó) are simple ways to 

convey your support.  The single most important way to ensure the success of your 

student is to monitor the assignment sheet and daily communication from the teacher.  

Partnering with your childõs teacher as we work through the second semester can make 

a world of difference!  We welcome your involvement each and every day to prove 

that òDitto is Where the Best Begins!ó 

 

 Along with the second semester comes testing season  in Texas.  Teachers in 

grades K -2 are completing the DMA (Diagnost ic Math Assessment) and will be working 

on the DRA -2 (Developmental Reading Assessment) during the month of February.  

Those results will be shared with parents once everything is completed.  Any at home 

òreal lifeó ways of using math and reading only help to strengthen your childõs 

understanding of these key academic areas!  Please refer to the list of upcoming 

Curriculum Assessment (a/k/a Benchmark Test) and STAAR (a/k/a TAKS) testing dates.  

Specifically new this year to STAAR testing is a four hour time  limit for testing.  This is a 

huge adjustment as we prepare our students who have been used to having the entire 

day to complete the now more rigorous assessment.  We appreciate you scheduling 

appointments that do not interfere with these testing dates.   

 

The D.O.T. Race (òDitto on Timeó) is in full force at Ditto!  It is a friendly 

competition amongst grade levels that works toward one of our campus goals of 

reducing absences and tardies , and it has really helped!!  òFriendly competitionó is the 

key beca use as many grade levels as have the least number of tardies (within five 

tardies of the lowest grade level) during each six weeksõ period earns a òbonus dayó in 

P.E.  This means that all seven grade levels can winéit is a win-win for everyone!!  Ask 

your child to explain òP.E. bonus dayó ð a smile will definitely be seen!  The kids LOVE this 

and have done an amazing job already this year.  Second semester is the hardest time, 

and we appreciate everything you do to get your students to school by our òmagic 

timeó of 8:05 each morning!  Every student that has perfect attendance each six weeks 

will be entered into an AISD drawing for a new bicycle.  Being on time is a great habit 

and critical life skill we want to instill in all our Ditto Rangers!  

 

 Please mark  your calendars for our Texas Public Schools Open House  on 

Thursday, March 8, 2012 , from 5:30 -7:00 p.m.  More details to follow.  

 

 Also, as a service to our Ditto families, all notes and flyers sent home  can also be 

located on the Ditto webpage at www.aisd.net/ditto  under òParent Communication.ó   

 

 Promise yourselves, as parents and grandparents, that during this second 

semester you will set aside an additional amount of time each dayéwhether it is 10 

minutes or an hour to really òbeó with your child (no cell phone, computer, TV, etc.).  

Their perspe ctives on things are amazing and teach the Ditto faculty and staff things 

daily.  Thanks for sharing your precious cargo with us!   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Julie Harcrow  

Principal  

 

Ditto Campus Goals : 
¶ Implement a System of 

Academic Interventions  

¶ Reduce Course/Subject 

Failure 

¶ Vertical Alignment  

¶ Engage Parents and 

Community  

¶ Prevent Campus Violence  

¶ Reduce Absences and 

Tardies 

 

AISD Council of PTAõs announces 

the following information from 

Ditto PTA:  

 

Ditto El ementary is committed to 

providing a comprehensive school 

program, which will enable the 

academic growth and 

development of the total child ð 

intellectually, socially, and 

physically.  

 

Listening to children shows our respect for them and builds their self-esteem. 

P. Petrie 
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First Grade is definitely not hibernating this winter! 

Weõre busy as little bees around here with: reading, 

math, science and social studies.  
 

We are administeri ng DMAõs (Diagnostic Math 

Assessments). We will send home results when these 

are completed. We are also administering DRA2 to 

assess reading progress. When that is finished, we will 

share those results. In the meantime, continue to 

listen to your child read daily. Occasionally, ask them 

to identify character s, setting, problem or wish, how 

the problem or wish was solved or satisfied, and how 

the story ended. This wil l not only help with òretellingò 

stories (checking comprehension), it will be invaluable 

when your child writes a story! ( Itõs the same story 

elements.)  
 

Of course, weõre still doing math. Our next unit of 

study is money. This is one of the hardest concepts 

for first graders because they never really see it, feel 

it or use it! In our world of credit/debit cards and 

checks, it is nearly a lost òart formó. Moms and Dads, 

please empty your pocket or wallet at night and ask 

your child to name and sort the coins (pennies, nickels, 

dimes, quarters) and tell you how much each coin is 

worth. You could also help them organize groups of 5 

cents or 10 cents. T hen count it all to see how much 

money you have. Please start with coins that have the 

highest value and add on. Money is a very hands -on 

learning experience, and the more kids handle it, the 

easier it is to understand and internalize. You might let 

your child set up a little òstoreó at home and òbuyó 

food.  
 

Valentineõs Day is coming! A letter and class list will be 

coming home. Your child can begin bringing valentines 

on February 8. We will make a sack or container here 

at school. Please do not wait until Monday night, Feb. 

13, to sign and address 20 or more valentines. It will 

not be a fun experience. Please let your child do the 

writing. Most first graders cannot read cursive!  
 

If your child is counting the minu tes for a free, one -

day pass to  Six Flags Ov er Texas, those forms must be 

returned to school by February 17. Weõve only got two 

more months of free pizza for our Pizza Hut Book - It 

reading incentive program.  
 

Please go ahead and mark your calendar for Thursday 

night, March 8. Thatõs Open House (6-7 pm) when you 

are invited to school to see your childõs world. Also, we 

have scheduled our field trip to the zoo for March 

29th, weather permitting. Remember you must  be an 

approved volunteer to go on this trip with us.  
 

Thank you for all of your su pport. R emember to keep 

reading ! 

 

First Grade News  

Kindergarten News and Knots  
We have been busy learning how to become better readers. We know 22 high frequency words. We 

have finished up our penguin unit in science. We learned that the emperor penguin is the largest 

penguin. This next month we will be learning all about different types of weather.  In math we have 

learned about all our numbers to 20.  We have learned how to count, make and write our numbers 

to 20.  We are starting to learn how to compare objects by le ngth, weight, and size. 

 

Please review with your child the following sight words on a regular basis:  

 

a in she 

am is the 

and like to 

are me we 

can my went 

go of where 

he play you 

I see do 
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  Our second grade students, along with the music, art, and P.E. departments, are very excited 

about the upcoming Texas musical production. The students are working very hard during their 

specials time to learn the songs and dialogue for the production. The performance will take place at 

9:00 AM, Thursday, February 16, 2012, in our cafeteria.  

Please continue to work on the requirements for the six weeks reading logs. These books can 

also be entered on the Six Flags Reading log and the Pizza Hut reading logs.  

Our second graders are very busy learning about magnets, biographies, fiction and non -fiction 

text, and 2 -digit addition. Ask your child about any of these topics or how regrouping works to get a 

glimpse of how hard they work each day! As always, practicing math facts and reading each nig ht is 

of utmost importance. Thank you for your support in these areas.  

Second grade tutoring continues after school. If your child is involved in this program, a  

calendar indicating the tutoring schedule will be updated monthly. If you have any questions, please 

contact your child's teacher.  

Important Dates:  
2/3/12 DMA Testing ends     2/17/12 Track Club begins again  

2/3/12 Ditto Dadõs Club Movie Night  2/24/12 DRA Testing ends  

2/14/12 Valentine's celebration    2/24/12 Report Cards home  

2/16/12 Texas Musical  Program   2/27/12 Six Flags Reading Logs due  

 

As always, please feel free to contact us with  any questions or concerns.  

Your Second Grade Team 
klowe@aisd.net   rshepard@aisd.net  

ncain@aisd.net   sfryer@aisd.net  

aboggs@aisd.net   gmiller1@aisd.net  

 

3rd  Grade Newsé 
Third Grade is off and running in this new 2012 year!  Can you believe we are now in the 4 th 6 week period?  We 

just completed our second round of AISD district w ide Curriculum Assessments, and it feels good to have this under our 
belt.  Getting through a four hour assessment really is a huge achievement!  

 

Please continue to encourage your child to practice their multiplication flash cards each evening for at least 5 
minutes.  Memorization of these facts 0-12 will be essential in mastering division.  The ease of knowing these facts ñby 
heartò provides a ñno worryò factor as we begin focusing in multi-step problem solving (using more than one operation 
to solve problems with many parts). 
 

We are excited to be starting our Flat Stanley reading project in Language Arts.  We will be sending Stanley off 
on an adventure in a letter we write ourselves.  O h, and did we mention Stanley will be riding along inside the letter?  
Start thinking about an o ut of town/state friend or family member Stanley can visit.  Details will be coming home soon.  

 

As we prepare to fight winter sniffles, sneezes, and coughs we are in need of disinfecting wipes or spray to help 
get ahead of these illnesses. Thank you for any donations of Clorox, Lysol, or equal store brand wipes you can send for 
us!  Thank you, also, for reminding your child to wear coats, gloves, and hats on the cold days.  

 

Now that first semester has ended, our Redo Policy has also come to an end.  Please remind your child to put 
the extra effort forward on each and every assignment.  Thank you for your continued support of all we do in Third 
Grade.  We are looking forward to the upcoming months!  
 
Third Grade Teachers 
 

2nd Grade News 

mailto:klowe@aisd.net
mailto:rshepard@aisd.net
mailto:ncain@aisd.net
mailto:sfryer@aisd.net
mailto:aboggs@aisd.net
mailto:gmiller1@aisd.net
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READING 
Many thanks to our fourth graders who donated toys as well as a total of 212 books to Mission 
Arlington during the holiday season!  Thank you parents for supporting this worthy cause as well. 
Speaking of books, please make sure your child is reading each day.  If there is one thing you as 
parents can do to help your son or daughter improve academically, it is to read, read, read. 
 
REDO POLICY  
As we began our 2nd semester, our redo policy changed.  Class work grades below a ñ70ò will 
remain at the original grade.  Students will still be asked to redo papers to ensure that they have 
mastered the concept; however, grades will no longer be raised.  
 
VALENTINEôS DAY PARTY 
The Valentineôs Party for our grade level will be held Tuesday, February 14, from 1:55 to 2:30.  
Students may begin bringing valentines as early as February 7th to be delivered during the party.   
 
PEN LICENSE - THE PEN IS THE TONGUE OF THE MIND.      
Fourth graders are being issued their pen licenses and may use blue or black pens (no gel pens) on 
all assignments with the exception of math and science, as well as CA tests (formerly known 
as TAKS benchmarks).  This is very exciting for them, so please restock pens as well as pencils, 
map colors, etc. because supplies dwindle faster than we can keep them stocked! 
 
The Fourth Grade Team 
 

5th Grade Newsé. 
The Fifth Grade team would like to give a HUGE thank you to everyone who 

participated in the holiday donation drive for the Arlington Animal Shelter. The shelter 

was so appreciative and impressed with your generosity! Your kindness was 

overwhelming!  

 

Please mark your calendars with some important dates!  Our last Curriculum 

Assessments are approaching fast! Math is February 7, Reading is February 8, and 

Science is March 1. Please make sure your child gets to bed early and has a good 

breakf ast in the morning. We will have a v alentine exchange on February 14 from 2:45 -

3:20. Students will need enough valentines for their homeroom class. Look for 

homeroom class lists to be coming home soon. If your child is reading towards earning a 

one-day pass to Six Flags Over Texas for the 600 minute reading club, those forms must 

be signed and returned no later than  February 27.  

 

Thank you SO much for the testing rewards for the students. They have really enjoyed 

them! We could still use cans of soda and do  not need candy bars at this time!   We are 

so lucky to have such supportive parents! WE are SO proud of our Fifth Graders!!  
 

4th  Grade News  
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6 th  Grade News  
We have a lot going on in the coming month of February!  

 

¶ Has your student come up with a great ne w invention or idea? This yearôs 

Entrepreneurship Contest theme is to create an advertisement for a product you could 
sell or a business you could own/operate anywhere in the world. The Entrepreneurship 

contest e ntries are due to Mrs. Young by Wednesday, February 8 th . 

 

¶ Monday, February 13 th , Young Junior High is having a parent meeting at 6:00pm to be 

held in the YJH cafeteria.  Information regarding scheduling will be covered.  

 
¶ Tuesday, February 14 th , we are having our Valentineôs Day Party! Have your student 

start thinking about a great way to show his/her Valentineôs box! More information on 

this to come.  

 

¶ Our next Points Day will be February 24 th  at 2:30. The theme is ñAre you poppinô with 

good behavior ?ò Please keep in mind that items for Points Day are always appreciated. 
 

¶ The last round of District Curriculum Assessments will be February 28 th  (Math) and 

February 29 th  (Reading). The  new  state STAAR test will be April 24 th  and 25 th . 

 

ñThree for Meò  

Wall of Fame    

Congratulations to the following volunteers for hitting their Three for Me!   

News from the Nurse 
 

Tracy Anderson    Jessica Gilliand 
Ernest Cooper    Heather Miller 
Natalie Dickey    Tressa Walls 

6th Grade Parents  
 

Don't forget that your 6th grader must have several immunizations before he/she will be 
allowed to pick up his/her  schedule at the junior high registration this summer.  
 
It makes it much easier if everything is in order, and in the AISD computer system, before your 
child leaves 6th grade.  
 
Cheryl Staats  
School Nurse  
mstaats@aisd.net   
 

mailto:mstaats@aisd.net
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Betty Snodgrass  

 

 

Notes from the Volunteer Coordinator 
*If you plan on volunteering at a holiday party, as a classroom reader, attending a field trip, or volunteering for any 
other interactive school activity, you MUST be an APPROVED VOLUNTEER.  Please note that no paper forms were 
processed for this school year.  If you have not completed the 2011-2012 online volunteer application and 
submitted a clear ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ !{!tΦ  
 

*You can find the online application on the AISD website as well as the Ditto homepage.  Or you may click here - 
http://www.aisd.net/departments/Volunteer.aspx.  
 

*The list of approved volunteers is updated weekly. The most recent list is hanging in the copy room. If you have 
completed the online application, but have not been approved, feel free to contact the AISD Personnel Department 
at 682-867-7290 to inquire about your status.  Please leave your first and last name, the school you applied to 
volunteer at, and a daytime phone number where you can be contacted. 
 

If your lime green badge is not ready the day you need it, please stop by the Ditto office for an approved volunteer 
sticker. 
 

*The upcoming opportunities to volunteer include: Field trips, classroom holiday parties and coming up quickly, our 
Spring Fling. If you are interested in volunteering but do not know where to start, feel free to email Laura Cardenas 
at TXtwinmommy@yahoo.com . 
 

*If you volunteer any amount of time, please record your hours on a blue volunteer service card which is located in 
the copy room. This is the only way to accurately track how many hours our awesome Ditto volunteers contribute to 
our exemplary school. Your first 3 volunteer hours will get your name on the volunteer Wall of Fame.  Thank you so 
much! 
 

Sincerely, 
Laura Cardenas    Laura Martinez 
Volunteer Coordinator   Asst. Volunteer Coordinator 
 

This month we would like to honor Betty Snodgrass as Volunteer of the Month.  Betty 

has been a classroom helper , as well as room mom and did so while working for a local church 

as a teacherõs aide.  However , you may best know Betty for the fantastic job she did on our 

most recently Holiday Shop!  

Betty organized a terrific group of helpers to transform the library into a winter 

wonderland of shopping delights!  She spent time ordering the perfect gifts for our  children to 

buy as well as took great care in reordering and restocking gifts every day that the shop was 

open.   

Betty is married to Franklin and they have 3 adult sons and 2nd grade and 6th grade 

daughter s.  Thank you Betty for enriching the lives of ou r children with all that you do!  

http://www.aisd.net/departments/Volunteer.aspx
mailto:TXtwinmommy@yahoo.com
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   We need your digital pictures of your current 6th grade student and their friends at Ditto. If you have taken any 

pictures of your 6th grader at school beginning in Kindergarten through 6th grade, please email them to Wendy 
Hollabaugh at Ditto6pics@hotmail.com. We can also take CDs and flash drives. Please label everything. You can 
give these items to any 6th grade teacher.  
 
Please include any students' names in the pictures in the subject line of the email. 
  

All the pictures need to have been taken at Ditto or at a Ditto school function, activity, classroom, Awards 
/ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ ŜǘŎΧ 

  

These pictures are needed for the 6th grade slideshow. This is an annual tradition for 6th graders. The 
slideshow will be seen by all the 6th grade students and parents at the reception on May 30, 2012, after their 
Graduation Awards Ceremony. Each student will receive a copy of the DVD as a keepsake!  
 
Please don't wait until the end of the year. We need pictures of your child and their 6th grade friends at Ditto. 
Group pictures that are taken close up work great! We will work hard to include every student. We just need 
your help!  
 
Send pictures to: Ditto6pics@hotmail.com  
 
Text, call or email us if you have any questions: 
Wendy Hollabaugh/214-728-1665  Amy Wallace/817-929-1692 
wendyhfrog@hotmail.com      wallace24@sbcglobal.net  
 

6th Grade Reminder for PICTURES 

Muffins for Mom  
THANK YOU to all the Ditto Dadõs Club volunteers for helping with 

Muffins for Mom! We appreciate you getting up early to be there with a 
smile serving our D itto Rangers and their AMAZING m oms , 

grandmothers, aunts and important female role models in their lives !! 

2012 STAAR/Curriculum Assessment (CA) Testing Dates  

 
02/07  Math CA (Grade 5)  

02/07  Writing CA -Day #1 (Grade 4)  

02/08  Reading CA (Grade 5)  

02/08  Writing CA -Day #2 (Grade 4)  

02/28  Math CA (Grades 3, 4, 6)  

02/29  Reading CA (Grades 3, 4, 6) 

03/01  Science CA (Grade 5)  
 

03/27  STAAR Math (Grade 5)  

03/27  STAAR Writing-Day #1 (Grade 4)  

03/28  STAAR Reading (Grade 5)  

03/28  STAAR Writing-Day #2 (Grade 4)  

04/24  STAAR Math (Grades 3, 4, 6)  

04/25  STAAR Reading (Grades 3, 4, 6)  

04/25 or 04/26 (To Be Determined)    

            STAAR Science (Grade 5)  
 

Students will be eating lunch with their classes on all of these testing dates.  We appreciate 

you having lunch with your child on a different date, as well as scheduling appointments 

with these dates in mind.  
 

mailto:Ditto6pics@hotmail.com
mailto:Ditto6pics@hotmail.com
mailto:wendyhfrog@hotmail.com
mailto:wallace24@sbcglobal.net
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In September of 1977, Ditto Elementary School opened its doors and its namesake, Mrs. 
Ruth Ditto was there to do it.  Throughout the years, she regularly visited her school, often 
on her birthdays to celebrate in ways, as she understood, that only children could do.  In the 
final years of her life, the trip became too difficult for her to make.  Mrs. Ditto passed away in 
2002 at the age of 96.  
 
In addition to being the namesake of one of Arlingtonõs brightest elementary schools, Mrs. 
Ditto gave the AISD a new standard for teaching children with learning difficulties.  She 
became a lifetime student herself by discovering ways of furthering her own knowledge.  After 
receiving her Masterõs degree, the AISD superintendent gave her a tough assignment of 
teaching children with d yslexia and/or other reading challenges.  She was the first teacher in 
Arlington with this expertise.  She also helped the school district develop programs for 
teaching children with special needs and for training teachers in these c utting -edge 
methodologies.  
 
She taught third grade for 17 years and then remedial reading for 12 years.  She was a 
frequent visitor to Ditto Elementary School and many of the teachers and former students 
remember her visits.  She is described as an outgoi ng and humorous woman who loved 
people and jokes.  She always enjoyed receiving cards and photographs from òheró Ditto 
Rangers.  She was amazed at how much the school had grown over the years.  
 
Mrs. Ditto was born in Kirvin, Texas , on February 20, 1910.  S he attended North Texas 
Agricultural College (now UTA) and graduated from University of North Texas.  She taught 
full -time at Kooken Elementary and then at Speer Elementary.  She had one child, Michael 
Ditto, who is a retired physician still living in Arli ngton.  He said that his mother was a great 
inspiration to his education.  Dr. Ditto remembered that when his mother found out that a 
school was going to be named after her, she joked, òOh!  Iõll never be able to be bad again!ó  
Ditto students traditionall y celebrate Mrs. Dittoõs birthday each year on Valentineõs Day. 
     

Hey Parent s , YOU are needed!  

Ditto PTA needs your help.  Our Nominating Committee  is currently accepting names of people 

who may be interested in serving on next yearôs PTA Executive Board.  YOUR input is valuable and 

most appreciated.  Each year the PTA Nominating Committee helps put together a slate of officers for 

the following school yearôs PTA Executive Board.  If you would like to be a part of this special group of 

volunteers or know of someone to recommend for the 2012-2013 school year, please contact one of the 

members of the Nominating Committee:  

Amanda Parker ï parker5gang@sbcglobal.net ï 817-504-9697 
Jennifer Conkle ï jennifer_conkle@yahoo.com  
Michelle Hernandez ï michelle.beltran26@yahoo.com 
 Lisa Mohon ï mohon6@att.net   
Amy Wallace ï wallace24@sbcglobal.net 
 
No prior experience  is needed, jus t the desire to help our school!    J 

History of Ditto Elementary School 

and 

Ruth Evelyn Mayo Ditto 

 

mailto:parker5gang@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jennifer_conkle@yahoo.com
mailto:michelle.beltran26@yahoo.com
mailto:mohon6@att.net
mailto:wallace24@sbcglobal.net
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Bully Prevention and Intervention Resources  

I love a good book, and I love using good childrenõs literature when I visit classrooms throughout the year.   

Over the next couple of newsletters, I would like to share with you some of my favorite books I feel do an 

excellent job covering the topic of bu llying.   

1. Donõt Laugh at Me by Steve Seskin and Allen Shamblin:  A story set to music that reminds children 

that we can all feel different and left out sometimes.   This is one of those gems I share with 

kiddos in grades K through 6.  
 

2. The Band-Aid Chicken  by Becky Rangel Henton:  This story reminds us that it can be hard to be the 

new kid and that bystanders really can make a difference.  Ditto second graders have done an 

outstanding job of bringing this story to life during classroom guidance this year, an d I wou ld 

recommend for any kiddos in g rades K-3. 
 

3. Odd Velvet  by Mary E. Whitcomb:  A very sweet story about Velvet, a little girl who helps her 

classmates see that being different can actually be very special.  The book is beautifully il lustrated 

and recommended  for g rades  K-3. 
 

4. Say Something  by Peggy Moss:  This is a book that helps illustrate how we all appreciate people 

sticking up for us when mean things are said or done.  It is a book that says a lot through the use of 

just a few words.  Students  in grades 3 -6 would understand the message loud and clear.  
 

5. Simonõs Hook by Karen Gedig Burnett:  A couple of poin ts this book does an excellent job of 

discussing include the importance of talking to adults about worries and the power a person has to 

make situations better.  Parts of the book are illustrated in comic book form which makes it very 

entertaining for the r eader.  Highly recommended for g rades 3 -6. 
 

I hope you enjoy these books as much as I have.  Happy reading!  
 

Karen Heisterkamp  
Counselor  

 

Counselorõs Corner 
 

Ditto Website  
 

Did you know that Ditto Elementary has a website full of great information easily accessible right at 

your fingertips.  
 

www.aisd.net/ditto  
 

Here are a few great features you will find on Dittoôs website:  
 

¶ Parent Self Serve ï Access your childrenôs grades and attendance records through AISD. 

¶ Parent Communication ï All flyers that are sent home are easily obtained here.  
¶ Calendar ï Check out what important events are taking place each month.  

¶ Departme nts ï Links to all grade level and teacher /faculty  information.  

¶ Education websites ï Great links to academic websites to further your childôs education. 
¶ Lunch Menu  

 

http://www.aisd.net/ditto
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Dear Ditto Family,  

 

Although it is only February, it is already time to start plan ning for the next school year. The PTA 

Executive Board Nominating Committee is looking for candidates for the 2012 -13 Ditto PTA 
Executive Board, and we need you! The Executive Board is a group of parents who help plan and 

fund events and programs for Ditto  students throughout the year. Spring Fling, the yearbook, the 

student directory, Muffins For Mom, Donuts For Dad, public service projects, snow cones, popcorn, 
teacher appreciation luncheons, Field Days, the Reflections Contest, school supplies and studen t 

incentives are just a few of the projects the Executive Board helps organize. The Board meets 

once a month at Ditto to discuss events and share ideas. Being on the Board is a great way to be 
involved, stay connected and make new friends. It is fun and re warding to work with fellow 

parents to help make Ditto the best it can be. If you are interested in being on the Board next 

year, please contact Amanda Parker as soon as possible at parker5gang@sbcglobal.net . There are 
still a few positions open!  

 

Also, it is time to start planning Dittoôs annual Spring Fling Carnival. We will have a circus theme 
this year, so be sure to mark your calendars to be ñunder the Big Topò April 13! Many volunteers 

will be needed to set -up, supervise games, supply prizes a nd baked goods, prepare items for the 

silent auction, serve food, clean -up, etc. If you are interested in volunteering at the carnival, you 

must be an approved AISD volunteer. Now is a great time log in to the AISD website and complete 
an AISD Volunteer Ap plication if you havenôt already. If you have any questions about Spring 

Fling, please contact Holly Ragsdill at ragsdill5@yahoo.com . With everyone working together, 

Spring Fling will continue to be one of the stu dentsô favorite traditions! 
 

Thank you for being a part of the Ditto family!  

 
Elizabeth Madison  

PTA President -  4goldenpaws@att.net  

TEXAS PTA HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS  
 

Congratulations to Ditto Elementaryõs newest Texas PTA Honorary Life Members:  

Elizabeth Madison  

Amanda Parker  

Elaine Hogan  

 

And to our newest Extended Service Award recipient:  

Julie Harcrow  

 

These four marvelous ladies will be honored at the Arlington Council of PTAs Founderõs Day 

Banquet February 7, 2012, for their outstanding service and dedication to children and youth. 

These individuals care about children and have promoted childrenõs well-being by serving as 

advocates for youth in such areas as education, health, safety, legislation and/or spiritual 

instruction. Our school and community are incredibly fortunate to have such dedicated 

individuals involved with our children.  

 

Thank you ladies for everything you do!  

~Texas Life Membership  

mailto:parker5gang@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ragsdill5@yahoo.com
mailto:4goldenpaws@att.net
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Hey Students, Parents, Faculty and Staffé. 

 
We have kicked off our Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser.  Students have received a collection 

envelope for donations.  Students should turn in money to the gym on February 9
th

 and 10
th

.   

 

Our school is partnering with the American Heart Association to fund lifesaving cardiovascular and 

stroke research and fight childhood obesity; please help. 

 

When we complete the activities outlined below, we will earn FREE gift certificates from the 

American Heart Association to purchase Physical Education equipment for our school. 

 

It is EASY: 

1. Go to www.heart.org/jump and find the name of OUR school - Ruth Ditto Elementary. 

2. Register, and then send emails using the AHA provided templates or you send your own 

message or e-card. 

When 30 people from our school community register AND send 10 emails each, we will earn a $100 in 

U.S. Games Certificate to purchase PE equipment for our school. 

 

Thank you for taking 10 minutes to register and send emails today!! 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Jenny Nations 

jnations@aisd.net  
 

Stretch out your legs and put socks on your feet  

Weõre going skating and itõs sure to be a treat! 

Write this on your calendar, and tell your mom & dad  

You want to go skating, really, really bad!  

Hoping to do something really good  

Weõre asking you to bring canned food if you would.  

We will have a superbly fun night  

And donate can ned food to those in plight.  

1 st  Time! -  DITTO ELEMENTARY SKATE NIGHT  ð 1 st  Time!  

Thursday, March 1 st 

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

$6 includes basic skates  

1 canned food item (collection for Mission Arlington)  

 

http://www.heart.org/jump
mailto:jnations@aisd.net
http://www.skatium.com/www.arlingtonskatium.com
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Hereôs your reminder for you to remember: 

The circus will be here after December, 

and January, February and March as well. 

Thatôs right, the Circus is in April  and itôs going to be swell! 

Tell your parents we need all the help they can give, so sign up when the sheet comes around. 

The PTA will be the host, but we desperately need parents to be the workers on the ground. 

There are games, food, baskets and lots of fun 

It is our schoolôs big fundraiser, and we need you all, each and every one! 

So mark your calendars and save the date 

Spring Fling with a circus theme, we can hardly wait!!!  

Spring Fling 
Itõs going to  BE a Circus 

April 13 th  

5:30pm -8:30pm  
 

Library Newsé 
Author Amanda Thrasher came to Ditto on January 17 and 18 and shared many wonderful pearls of wisdom 
about becoming a writer!  Many students purchased her books and had them autographed by her! It was a real 
treat for everyone to meet a real author in person!  
 

The Six Flags Reading Program is underway!  Students need to read an average of one hour per week during 
their free time to earn a Six Flags Over Texas admission ticket!  Students keep track of reading at home and then 
bring their signed form s back to their teachers once they have completed their reading!  The deadline to bring 
back the form is Monday, February 27. 
 

The Texas Bluebonnet Award voting took place the last full week of January.  In order to vote, students in grades 
3 through 6 had to read a minimum of at least 5 of the 20 nominated books.  The students of Texas determine 
the WINNER of the Bluebonnet award, which is a REALLY big deal!  We will publish the Ditto and the state of 
Texas winners soon! 
 

Our figures for the Barnes and Noble book fair came in: We made $883.36!   We will use those funds to  purchase 
books for the library.  Thanks to everyone who came out to support us!  Our next  Scholastic book fair in the Ditto 
library will be March 5-9.  Stay tuned for more details!  We will be open during Open House! 
 

Ditto is taking part in a National Schools Project called the Young American Poetry Digest.  This project, designed 
to share studentsô talent with others, supplies a national audience for student writing, and provide s a publishing 
opportunity for young poets.  Students of all grade levels are encouraged to submit their poems for consideration 
for publication in the 16th Edition of the Young American Poetry Digest.  In  addition to a free copy of the book 
for the school library, the five schools submitting the most poems accepted for publication will receive a $100 
award!  Poems need to be submitted to teachers no later than March 7th.  For more details, students may tal k to 
their teachers and Mrs. Murrow, the school librarian. 
 

Jeanie Murrow, Library Media Specialist 
jmurrow@aisd.net  

mailto:jmurrow@aisd.net
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