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Dear Ditto Parents,

For the second year in a row

éﬁ Message from the Principa "™

, the Texas Business & Education Coalition (TBEC) is

acknowledging the outstanding accomplishments of our school by naming Ditto
Elementary to its 2011 Honor Roll.

academic performance, and honors those students, teachers, principals,
superintendents who have won their championships in the classroom.

The TBEC Honor Roll recognizes schools for
and
This award

is given to less than 4% of the 8,000+ Texas public schools. Ditto Elementary is the
only AISD school named on the list again this year!

The TBEC Honor Roll is the most prestigious award for sustained, academic

excellence in Texas.

It recognizes schools that have demonstrated three years of

consistent, high performance in all subjects compared to other schools serving
similar student populations. TBEC Honor Roll schools h ave the highest percentage

of student s

performing

at t he sconanmteraéds - im

every subject. This last year of TAKS delivered the most demanding standards we

have had to date.

Your children are well taken care of each and

every day. The high level of

expectations of the Ditto faculty and staff, along with their commitment and
dedication to each and every one of our students is truly special!! Without your

partnership,

t h

i s

do to support our Ditto community!

Friday, November 18, finds
buti
a shirt, hat or colors depicting any colleg

card distri

report cards going home with every student.

on

recogni tthaoknyouvioo @ vedythimgoyou

Report
day is oO0college daybd
e or university. At an early age, we want

at

to instill in our students that higher education is a reality and a vision that we have
for them. This is an opportune time to discuss goals with your child. Look at their

strengths and build upon them. Each of

them will be asked to look at their report

card and set a goal for improvement during the next six weeks. Please make this
a family conversation and talk about it routinely. Encouragement and support

from home by reviewing folders, binders and/or assign

ment sheets nightly tell your

child that you care (even if they dondt
concerns, pl ease contact your <childbs te
call the office if youdd | i kyeo utro cshcihledddusl e

The last page of this newsletter contains information about a

Speak Up 2011

survey regarding technology in our schools. AISD is participating in this national

survey.

If you have a few minutes, please complete the survey

by December 23,

2011. The link and password are found on the bottom of the flyer.

My best wishes go out to each of you for a

wonderful, safe and family filled

Thanksgiving holiday (11/23-11/25). The Ditto faculty and staff are thankful for the
opportunity to join you in shaping the lives of our precious cargo!

Sincerely,

Julie Harcrow
Principal

When schools flourish, all flourishes.

Martin Luther



Kindergarten News and Knots
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We have been very busy in Kindergarten. We hae introduced all of our letters. We have learned the high
frequency words |, like, can, the, me, my, go, a, see, and we. We have also been working on listening skills,

retelling stories, setting of a story, characters, and responding to a story. When your child is reading to

XNTu OKD@RD
you read to them, too.
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In math we learned how to sort and classify attributes. We used new vocabulary words such as: same
(alike), different, sort, and does not belong. We have introduced and learned to count, write, and read our

numbers to 10.

In science we have been exploring pumpkins. We made a flow map about how pumpkins grow. We also

learned about the life cycle of a pumpkin.

Our first report card will come home on Friday, Nov. 18th. Thank you to all of our Kindergarten
volunteers. We appeciate all that you do. Please feel free to contact us for any questions or concerns.

Your Kindergarten Team /

You should be receiving a letter soon about individual
parent-teacher conferences. Each teacher will have one
day (with a substitute teacher in her class) to meet with
people and share the results of our assessments and
classroom
child is and fAwheredo they
response badk as soon as possible so we can schedule
as many as we can on that day. Obviously we will not
be able to meet with 22 people in one day and our
scheduled day may not be convenient for you, so there
will be other days available either during our
conference time (10:05-10:50) or after school. We

really do want to meet with you and share our findings. “

We continue to work on reading skills like using
beginning and ending soun:i
inside a word to help decode a word, watching for
punctuation at the ends of sentences, and reading
smoothly with expression.
a story with a beginning, middle and end, beginning
each sentence with a capital letter and ending it with a
period. Now that weodvengenery
will explore subtraction and begin adding and
subtracting numbers up through 12. While some first
graders are ready to begin memorizing these facts,
others are still depending on manipulatives (counters,
cubes, fingers) to do this addition and subtr action.
Pl ease hel p your child d
through playing the #AGrow
have your child use objects such a beans or macaroni.
For example, have them show you an amount such as 3
beans then Agrowod t heavedhano |
verbalize how many more beans they added to make 9.

First Grade News

observations. W

Then have them do the reverse to shrink to 6 beans
and have them verbalize how many beans they took
away. Do several combinations. Playing this at least 3
times a week will help your child become fluent in these
math processes. We urge you to budget for some board
games to play at home. This will really help your child
devel op some of t hese ma
Some games you might consider are Memory, Sorry,
Connect 4, Trouble, Monopoly, Yahtzee, and Uno. Be
sure to let your child keep score. You can also use
Scrabble Junior and Boggle Junior to help your child in
spelling, reading and wri
learning some math strategies to help us learn or know
these facts (doubl es ,-dofuhe &5 0, f
etc.). In science, we will be exploring space, forms of
energy and observable properties of matter. In social
studi es, we bl | be talking
includes being a good citizen and our American cusoms
and celebrations. In fact we will have our own little
fnfeastd one afternoon, cl
(after recess). It will not be a meal at all; just a snack,
and every child will be able to contribute something.
We will send home a note that tells what your child has
been asked to bring. Thank you in advance.

As the weather gets cooler, please check that your
chil dbés bel ongings (coat s
etc.) have a name in them. The first grade teachers are
requesting that all sillybands (and t heir

left at home and not worn to school . They are causing
distractions and temptations in the classroom. Thank

you very much for your support in this matter.
(O L0

1
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2" Grade News

We find it hard to believe that we are coming to the end of our 2

are working so hard, time is flying by!

Please be remind ed of some upcoming events:

1 November 10, 2011 - Pizza Hut Night

1 Friday, November 18, 2011 - Report Cards Home

nd six weeks of school! We

1 November 14 - 18 - we are sponsoring a Canned Food Drive for Mission Arlington. Any

donations would be appreciated.

November 1, 2011, begins our Ditto Technology Extravaganza. Students are encouraged to

work on a project for submission in December. Information will be co

ming home soon. One of the

computer labs will be open on Monday afternoons during November and December for any students

who need help or a computer to work on.

Second grade does a book exchange for our Holiday Party. The book should be no more than
$5.00 . We will send home a book order within the next few weeks with age appropriate books at
very reasonable prices if you would like to choose from this resource. More information about our

holiday festivities will follow.
We continue to stress the importance

of you continuing to work on addition and subtraction

facts to 18, as well as reading 10 minutes each night, but these are skills that future skills are based

on. This is very valuable for your chil d 6 s
As always, please feel free to contact us with

klowe@aisd.net

ncain@aisd.net
aboggs@aisd.net

progress,
any questions or concerns.

Your Second Grade Team
rshepard@aisd.net

and your support

gmillerl@aisd.net

sfryer@aisd.net

The third grade team is bursting to say
HUMONGOUS thank you to all the parents a
taxpayers of Arlington for the beautiful new Me
computers we now have in our classrooms. They
amazing in a number of ways. The sleek, ultra t
keyboards and gigawctimonitors are the first two thing
one notices. This new look has transformed our roc
The new Lion Operating System has stunning featu
We will enjoy using them for many years to come. \
feel very fortunate to be working in a school distr
where the community supports us in such fantas
ways. We are truly humbled to be working with such
exquisite computer setup.

Many events have been going on and we want to tt
all the volunteers and families who have pitched in
help support the PTAYou have helped us by copyin
and fulfilling the numerous work requests left in t
teacher workroom. You have made life betfor the
students and teachers by being here at sc
everyday. The number of smiling faces we see

3™ Grade Ne ws

around the school is incredible and there is alw
someone around who is willing to lend a helping ha
We also cherish the moms and dads who dkvirmm
home, then send it back to school. We know you sup
us with positive thoughts, prayers and also monete
because of the purchases you make, many times
asking to be reimburse. We thank you for all you do
mean to us!

On a weather relatenote, we must say we have all be
enjoying the cooler wea
to the point where jackets are needed in the mornini
wonderful way you can help the third grade teacl
would be to reinforce the concept of temperature
home.By having your children watch the weather on {
evening or morning news, it will make the kids aware
upcoming temperatures trends and more aware of
outer clothing they may or may not need. Since
temps can vary to such a wide degree at thie toh
year, we want them to be comfortable whatever
weather!
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4" Grade News

We have started our Book-It program, which means students who read 400 minutes each month will
receive a coupon for a personal size pizza. More importantly, this is a reading grade, so be sure you are
encouraging your child to write down their reading minutes on the calendar provided each month. In
conjunction with this, once a book is finished, ensure it is written on the back of the Assignment Sheet for
our Texas Readers6 Award at the end of the year.

Student Council will be sponsoring their annual Thanksgiving Canned and Boxed Food Drive benefitting
Mission Arlington. Please bring any donations to the library during the week of November 14™-18".

Also, we are already getting quite a collection of jackets in the lost and found behind the cafeteria.
Pl ease have your childés name written on the ir
owner as we find them.

Finally, our grade level Spelling Bee will be held right before Thanksgiving on Thursday, November 17,
and the final school wide bee will be held on Wednesday, December 14. These spellers are very exciting
to watch, and we would love for one of our 4™-graders to represent Ditto district wide!

Have a safe and happy Thanksgiving!

5"Gr ade Newsé

Fifth g rade is a very exciting year! We Our readers should also be very proud of
want to thank all our parents for all the themselves! They had their first Reading
items you have sent t o school to reward CA October 13 and showed all their
our AWESOME f ifth graders! We are so strategies! Please continue to encourage
proud of the hard work your child your child to read a nd ask them questions
displayed during their first Curriculum over their book. We will continue to
Assessments! We are still collecting sodas dissect reading passages and practice our

if you are able to provide some. Thank you skills!

so much!

In language arts we will  continue to learn
Our scientists are exploring different parts of grammar and how they are used
forms of energies. We have ¢ overed heat in sentences. Please review their spelling
and sound energy. They have done words weekly for thei r unit tests on
experiments in class that they could share Fridays.
with you. Our first Science CA was on
October 18, and we are so proud of our In social studies we will continue to learn
scientists! It was a great opportunity for about European explorers and their
the students to apply all their knowledge i mpact s on todayds h
they h ave learned since the beginning of having quite the adventure in History
the school year! Alive!
Our mathematicians will be working on We are having our Mission Arlington
place value and fractions. Please continue Canned Food Drive November 14 -18.
to practice multiplication facts to Please bring any donations during that
memorization. They need this skill for week. The Fifth Grade team wishes you
many concepts in the fifth grade math and your family a Happy Thanksgiving.

curriculum. They took their first Math CA = = -~ = o % -
on October 13 and worked very hard! ‘ ‘ ‘3 [+ ‘ ‘ .3 o




6 "™ Grade News

The first six weeks has f | own "™biyweeks. ,Thaaknyou, parenfsyfa
monitoring assignment sheets each week to find out how your student is doing and what they are
learning in each of their classes. Students should be writing down assignments in every class each day.

Her ebs a newotkpefiawl h o Ny
Math EVERY night (keptin1 06 bi nder ) S
Spelling assigned on Monday i due on Thursday \\
Word Wise (vocabulary) 1 assigned on Wednesday i due the next Wednesday

Occasionally students have special projects. Students are currently reading a fiction book of their
choice for their next book report. Reports are due on Tuesday, November 22",

| f you havenot stopped by the office to obtai
moment to do that. You and your student can view grades and see how he or she is doing. Please
remember grades are not posted daily, but frequently.

Thank you also for your donations for our first Points Day! Sixth graders love being able to purchase
healthy snacks, pencils, erasers, etc. with their accumulated points. We had so many successful
students with as many as 2000 points that we 0 |
appreciate your contributions!

Finally, time does fly by and the end of the year will be here before we know it. Sixth grade has a fun
tradition of showing a terrific graduation DVD after graduation. Parents, we need you to start collecting
photos of your child throughout the elementary years. Guidelines for the photos are:

1 Must be from Ditto events

1 Make sure they are clear and close up

1 Single student pictures are fine but the more Ditto students in it, the better!
You may either put pictures on a di sk and gi
ditto6pics@hotmail.com.

Sixth Grade Team i Debra Farmer, Kristi Carroll, Christy Schmidt, Susan Young

~Attention 6 " Grade Parents~ (

We need your help! It's time to start digging through those files and photos because we are beginning to
collect pictures for the 6th Grade Graduation DVD. The photos must be from school activities,
classrooms, Awards Ceremonies, Field Days, Campus Celebrations, holiday parties, Costume grades,
Spring Fling nights or any school function from Kindergarten through this year. If your chil d is new to
Ditto, just use school pictures from their previous elementary. Please make sure the pictures are clear and
up close. The more students in the picture, the better! We want to include everyone in 6th grade. Pictures
may be downloaded on a disk hbeled "6th Grade DVD" and given to your child's teacher or email pictures

to ditto6pics@hotmail.com . The DVD will be shown at the 6th Grade Graduation and will be available for

all students.

Questions? Contact Wendy Hollabaugh at wendyhfrog@hotmail.com y "
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A Message from the PTA President:

Dear Ditto Family,

This school year is flying by. Here it is almost Thanksgiving and the Ditto PTA would like to

thank each of you for participating in our Fall Fundraiser! It was a great success thanks to

the students and their families supporting the school. Many thanks to fundraiser chairs
Michelle Hernandez and Nikki Jerkins and the numerous volunteers who assisted them. The

money raised will allow us to continue with plans to replace the canopy on the playground

and repair the canopy in the courtyard.

Librarian Jeanie M urrow, with the assistance of Shawn Angelcyk and Tracy Backus, just
compl eted the Fall Ditto Book Fair with Southwe:¢s
chaired by Heather Mathiesen, it was a wonderful success.

PTA also sponsored our first Box Tops ¢ ollection of the year with a wonderful response from
the student body! Chairs Virginia Paredes and Joey Smith are already hard at work for our
next collection and prize drawing to earn cash for Ditto!

Fall Snow Cone sales were awesome again thanks to the coordination of Andrea Kendall and
Genesa Spencer and their team of volunteers. Next up is Popcorn sales with Peggy Patridge

and Kaycie Shone as chairs. They will be hard at work each Friday popping popcorn for
happy faces.

Deadline for the Reflections ¢ ontest is 8:20 a.m. Nov. 14. Entries will be judged that
afternoon, so dondt miss the deadline! Telecia C
who wi |l | advance to the AI SD PTA Counci |l l evel,
time. Jennifer Con kle and Sally Smith will have t he latest edition of the Ditto Directory ready

for distribution soon.

hY

You may have seen the signs around school, ol D¢
McCollough, the Ditto Dash will be underway Nov. 12. There is s till time to register to run or

to volunteer! The Dash promotes a wonderful sense of community effort and participation,

as well as physical fithess. Proceeds from the event go to repair the Ditto track and other

Physical Education needs. Thanks to all who are participating as runners or volunteers and

to Kelly and her team for putting it all together!

Last year, Ditto Elementary PTA coordinated a coat drive that provided over 300 coats to

those in need. Because of | ast vy e ahafrisgthisevent agairsto T
provide coats for those who do not have one. So please take a little time to clean out your

coat closet or purchase a new coat for someone who might otherwise go cold this season.

Coats can be for males or females of any size. More details coming soon.

These are just a few of the exciting things happening at Ditto , and the Ditto PTA is thankful
for your support. Every act in support of our children and their education is important. If

you have a desire to helyqurnehedpledsaletena Enbw. There are so
many opportunities at Ditto to volunteer and help ensure our children learn and grow as

students and as community servants.

I wish you all a blessed and happy Thanksgiving. In giving thanks, remember to inclu de
Ditto because we have much for which to be thankful!

Elizabeth Madison
Ditto PTA President
4goldenpaws@att.net




Counselor os ‘é

Bully Prevention & Empowering the Bystander

Bullying happens when a boy or girl harms or scares another classmate over and over on purpose.
Friends and classmates who witness the  person being bullied are called bystanders. Bystanders can have
a huge impact on decreasing or extinguishing any bully situation. The government sponsored campaign
Stop Bullying Now makes the following suggestions on bystander skills schools can teach students and
parents can discuss and reinforce at home.

1. Say something. A person who bullies is more likely to continue if bystanders are laughing at the
situation, but 50% more likely to stop if bystanders tell the bully to stop or support the person being
bullied.

2. Be kind to the person being bullied. Let the classmate know it is not his or her fault. Be a friend by
including them in activities at and away from school.

3. Remind them to tell an adult. Offer to go with the classmate to report the incident to a teacher or
parent. Reporting the situation allows both the student being bullied and the student doing the
bullying to get help, support, and consequences that he or she needs.

4, Dond t b ul | YAs tdmgtds as it may be, remind your child that using mean names or actions
will make the situation worse.

For more information on bystanders, bully prevention, and bully intervention visit the website
stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov/kids.

Karen Heisterkamp
Counselor

Library News

Ditto recently held a book fair by the Southwest Book Company to raise money for our library. A LOT ¢
merchandise was sold and we will publish the figures in the December newsletter! All profits will be used
purchase library books for students andaff. Special thanks goes to Shawn Angelcyk and Tracy Backus f
all of their hard work in coordinating and oveseeing the book fair!

Also, much thanks to the parents for volunteering and to all those who supported the book fair!

Our next book fair will be held on Thursday, December 8at the Barnes and Noble Bookstore at the Parks i
Arlington Mall. More details to follow in the next newsletter! o

G - Y
ankdde

Do you read to your child or do they read to you every day? Reading to each other is not only fun, lais

your child knowt hat reading is i mportant to you. Reading

spend time together! Visit the public library on a regular basis; they have great programs going on in addit
to the wonderful selectionof books and other media.

Please email me ajmurrow@aisd.netif you have any questions or concerns.

Jeanie Murrow
Ditto Librarian
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Notes from the Volunteer Coordinato

*If you plan on volunteering at a holiday party, as a classroom reader, attending a field trip, or volunteering 1
other interactive school activity, you MUST be ARPROVED VOLUNTEPRase note thaho paper forms were
processed for this school ge If youhave notcompleted the 2012012 online volunteer application an
submitted aclearO2 LJ8 2 F @2 dz2NJ RNAPGSNNaE f AOSyasSs &2dz ySSR

*You can find theonline applicatioron the AISD websiteas well as the Ditto homepageOr you may click here
http://www.aisd.net/departments/Volunteer.aspx

*The list of approved volunteers is updated weekly. The most recent list is hanging in the copy roomhaivgc
completed the online application, but have not been approved, feel free to contacP#rsonnel Departmerat
682-867-7290 to inquire about your status. Please leave your first and last name, the school you appli
volunteer at, and a daytime phone mber where you can be contactedilso let them know approximately whe
you submitted your application.

If your lime green badge is not ready the day you need it, please stop by the Ditto office for an approved vo
sticker.

*The upcoming opportunities to volunteer include: Field trips, Thanksgiving feast, holiday shop and cla:
holiday parties. If you are interested in volunteering but do not know where to start, feel free to emalil
Cardenas at Xtwinmommy@yahoo.com

*If you volunteer any amount of time, please record your hours on a blue volunteer service card which is loc
the copy room. This is the only way to accurately track how many hours our awesome Dititeeos contribute to
our exemplaryschool. Your first 3 volunteer hours will get your name on the volunteer Wall of Fame. Thank"
much!

Sincerely,
Laura Cardenas Laura Martinez
Volunteer Coordinator Asst. Volunteer Coordinator

As of Oct. 15 your 2011-2012 volunteer badges must be

Lime Green

YELLOW volunteer badges will no longer be accepted.

’ AThree for
S Wall of Fame

Congratulations to the following volunteers féwdettiod /M (Q
Y

Lucretia Brown Michelle Hernandez Joey Smith Kimberly Tsing
Telecia Cooper Katy McVay Breanne Schwarz  Jennifer Walters &)

Joann Gilbert Christy Patterson Emily Summers

Darlene Hollingsworth  Shelly RamseyPowers Gene Thomas
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Michelle Beltran -Hernandez

and
Nikki Jerkins

For the November Volunteer of the Month we would like to honor two women. How lucky we

are to have both of these women working together, to support our school.

Michelle serves as 3rd Vice President of Budget and Finance for Ditto PTA and with her vice

chair has just comp leted a very successful fundraiser for Ditto 0 cookie dough and Passbooks.
Michelle is always smiling and willing to stop and help whenever needed. Last June, in the

midst of having a graduating kindergartener, a graduating high school senior and moving, she
still gave a great amount of time and attentio
grader at Ditto and her son is graduating from Army basic training in South Carolina this

month (November). Her husband is Michael Hernandez.

Nikki Jerkins  can light up a room as well as almost any stressful situation with her smile and
calm voice. A former e lementary school teacher, she is always very organized and willing to
listen to all suggestions. As Third Vice Chair of Budget and Finance, she assiste d Michelle in
every way to ensure a successful fundraising campaign. She is a mom to a first grader and an

up and coming Ditto Ranger. She is married to Chris Jerkins.

Many thanks to these two ladies for the time and effort they put into organizing this huge

fundraising effort! We appreciate both of you!!

POPCORN SALES

Every Friday at 3:20 pm from November 4 ™ through December 16™, Ditto PTA will

-

be selling delicious , freshly popped popcorn in the cafeteria. Y

For just $0.50, your child can  enjoy this yummy after school treat . ;l
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*¢ QEE;%NT ARY IT'S NOT TO LATE TO ORDER!!

7011-2012 DITTO ELEMENTARY

Yearbooks Are Now On Gale!

Do not miss the opportunity to preserve your child’s memories of the 2011-2012
school year. Our yearbook will have full color pages with photos featuring many
school activities.

A yearbook captures moments in time. Give your student the gift they will cherish as
they look back at their elementary years.

ORDER FORMS WERE SENT SOFT COVER YEARBOOK for $1 7 Bom&‘)&om

HOME IN YOUR CHILD'S

cowoem vouneoa  HARD COVERYEARBOOK for $27 Fuj| (OLOR!

NEW ONE, THERE ARE
SO!v‘E IN THE FRONT

A PLEASE ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY'
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A Parking Lot Drive Thru Lane

Kelly McCollough , Parking Lot Lead Volunteer, wants to remind you all to pse not park
in the drive thru lane during party or activity days. If you do park there during the school
day, please move your vehicle by 3:10 p.m. on those days or any days. The drive thru

lane has kept our children safe thanks to all of Kelly's efforts & many other parking lot
volunteers and teachers over the past three years. With parents , including volunteers and
PTA members following the rules, the drive thru lane keeps children safe, parents safe

and runs much smoother and faster.



PE News

| cannot believe this 2 six weeks is already winding down. Here is a quick update from the gym. We all hay
been working on defining and demonstrating hop, skip, leap and jump. Also, we have been naming the bo
in our bodies. Go ahead, ask your children to name the bonestheir bodies.

Ditto Dashers Track Club has had an amazing start. A few reminders to keep things running smoothly:
1. Come to practice ready to walk or run in proper clothing and tennis shoes.
2. Each Ditto Dasher should bring a filled water bottle to keepydrated.
3. All students must be picked up by 4:15t the track.

Special events for November:
November 12, 2011: DITTO DASH
7:30 a.m. Participant Checkin
8:00 a.m. 1M Fun Run Start
8:30 a.m. 5K Start
9:45 a.m. Awards and Door Prizes

November 21, 2011: % Grade Program
2:30-3:30 Rehearsal

- - 6:30-7:30 Evening program
<
' THANK YOU
‘j’-\' to all of those that participated in

’ “ GRANDARENTSO6 DAY I 11

It was an AMAZI NG two daysé.thanks to everyone w
to have lunch with their special Rangers!!

THANK YOU to:

** The students that invited their grandparents. ﬁ
** The students that contributed artwork, poems, and pictures.

** The volunteers that helped make our visitors feel welcome and the event run
smoothly.

** The cafeteria staff for their hard work.
** The special visitors that came and brought a

Heather Math iesen

*kkkkkkkkhhkkkkkkkkkkhkhhhhhhkkkkkkkhhhhhhhhkkkkkkkkhhhhicx

I have two items from Grandparents® Day that | could use
One is a poem on a purple piece of paper with the first name Brett on the back.
Theother i s a picture of a Grandma and Grandpa with o0Xmas

Please contact me at 817 -692-0391 and let me know if they are yours , and | will get them back to your
studentds teacher.



i_ | ﬁ Ditto Dash i

IDitto Dashersé. With the month of November comi!

;Holiday, Thanksgiving, just atragreattine tolget thecfamilynirgor é . n

.Shapeéso | etds put on your running shoes and hea

| Ditto Dash Family 5k/IM Fun Run. Registration has already began and we will continue to |

. take registration forms all the way u p to the race, which will be held on November 12, 2011,

I however, in order to guarantee our commemorative Ditto Dash T -Shirt you must be

* registered by November 4, 2011. As of October 28, 2011 ,registration is n oi

I great way to enjoy a weekend together with family and friends while helping out your local

i community and school. I

| For questions  and/or registration  information please go to our website |
at www.dittodash.org . Hope to see you all  there!

What to Expect at the Ditto Dash

The Ditto Dash is almost here! The Race Committee has been hard at work preparing an event that is full
of fun for our Ditto family and our local community.

For many, this will be their first experience at a Fun Run event, so we thought we would give you an idea
of what to expecté

1 If you have already registered, you may pick up your packet at Ditto from 3-4 on Friday, 11/4, or
Monday, 11/ 7. You may also pick it wup fiday,1/IDi
and 11/11, from 2pm - 8pm. Packets will also be available on race day. We recommend you pick up
your packet before race day if at all possible.

1 The Ditto Dash will go on, rain or shine! The 1M will start at 8:00 and the 5K will start at 8:30. Bib
numbers should be safety pinned to the front of your shirt before the race starts.

1 Runners should line up first with walkers behind them. It will be quite crowded at the start of the
race, but will thin out during the first mile.

1 Therace willbegininDi tt o6s front parking | ot and head
to guide you along the course and signs will mark the turns. Volunteers will be posted along both
the 1M and 5K routes to guide runners/walkers as well.

f The 1M course (and the corresponding 1 mile of the 5K) makes a loop south of the school campus.
1M participants will finish back at the original start line in the school parking lot. 5K participants will
continue through the neighborhood to the north of Ditto.

1 As you cross the finish line, volunteers will present each participant with a finisher ribbon. A table of
refreshments will be available near the finish line. This is when you get to relax and swap race
stories with your fellow participants J .

1 The awards presentation will begin at 9:30 and will be followed with drawings for the door prizes.

Thank you for choosing to support Ditto Elementary by Doing the Dash!

We are looking forward to a great day!


http://www.dittodash.org/

Please remember to enter the Reflections National PTA and cultural arts competition

for the 2011 -2012 t heme, oDiversity Meanso. The
provide an opportunity for students to use their creative talents by expressing

themsel ves through their own original works. Their works are recognized at the local,

council, regional, state, and national levels.

Entries are judged on creative ability and interpretation of the theme. The categories

are Dance, Literature, Film, Music, Photography and Visual Arts . They are first judged

at the local level and selected works are chosen to represent the PTA at each
subsequent level.  Student works are critigued against others in the same grade

division. This allows recognition and judging of artworks by appropriat e
developmental age and skill levels.

Supporting the PTA Reflections Program is on
creativity, increase student achievement, and promote the arts in our homes, school,

and community. All students are encouraged to pa rticipate, (Kindergarten 0 6th
grade). Entries should be submitted to your teacher. The deadline for submitting

entries is November 14, 2011, (8:20 AM). The entries will be judged the afternoon of

the 14th. The acknowledgement of participants and finali st details will be displayed

in the December newsletter. If you have access to a computer and printer, please go

to the website for additional detalils, http://www.txpta.org/programs/reflections/ f
you need a hard copy, please notify your teacher.
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Cookie Dough Delivery
Thursday, November 17 th

We would like to thank you for your support on our fall fundraiser this year! It was a
great success because of you! Pl ease make arrang
dough atdismissal on Thursday, November 17th. It is important that you pick up on
Thursday because we are unable to keep your cookie dough refrigerated due to lack of
storage. Thank you again for all your help!

If you have questions concerning your cookie dough delivery,
please contact the company at entertainmentpassbooks@yahoo.com


http://www.txpta.org/programs/reflections/

Second Request for Ditto Party Fund

First off, we would like to thank everyone that already had a chance to donate to
your child's grade level party fund account.

The reason for the second r equest for more donations is due to a lack of money in
each grade level's account. Each grade level has less money than last year's amount.
In an attempt to keep the party lunches in the classroom and special gifts during
the holidays, each grade level nee ds more money in the account for the whole year's
expenses.

What is a Party Fund Donation?
Any monetary amount given to the grade level of your child will be used for that
specific grade | evel s parties and act.i
grade | evel t hat hol ds that year ds dona
party lunches inside the classrooms, special holiday gifts, filled treat bags, drinks,
snacks, paper goods, craft supplies, game supplies and much more for various parties
and celebrations throughout the year.

Who do | make the check out to?
To: Ditto PTA Memo: Party Fund & Grade Level of Child(ren)
If writing one check for more than one grade level party fund, please designate how
much goes to each grade level.

Where do | put the cash or check?
Place your check or cash in the party fund donation envelope attached to the flyer.
Please complete the information on the outside including grade level of your child,
seal and send the envelope to school to be given to your chi |d's teacher.

Please return your donation by ~ November 8th .

)
@ Thank you in advance for your monetary gift
to your child's grade level Party Fund!

If you have any questions, please email or call Amy Wallace at  wallace24@sbcglobal.net /
817-929-1692 or Lisa Mohon at mohon6@att.net / 817-308-2427!



mailto:wallace24@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mohon6@att.net

November 28th thru December2nd

Gift Shop Hours: M -F 8:30 to 3:45

Dear Parents/Guardians,

The Holiday Shop (located in our library) is a wonderful opportunity for your child to
experience the joy of purchasing gift items for family members, teachers, friends, etc.
You wi || see the jJjoy and excitement o theyy
have selected. While children shop for gifts, they will learn to budget money and
make purchase decisions.

The gift shop has over 200 gift items that can be purchased for as little as $.25 up to
$14 each. You can be part of the fun by giving your c¢ hild hints or gift ideas of what
hobbies or collectables family, teachers, or friends may have.

A 0Gift Listo money envelope wild/l be sen
along with your childds money or ¢ hshouk bg
sent back on the date that your chil dos

envelope is misplaced, you may place money in a zip lock bag or blank envelope with
your student and teacher & name on it along with a gift list. Parent volunteers  will
assist children with their gift | ist and

Volunteer forms will also be sent home. If you are able and have the time, this is a
great opportunity for you to participate in an educational, fun, and exciting experien ce
with the students at Ditto. Pl e a Approvede
Volunteer 6 a nd h a vreen hadde tomaunteer.

We | ook forward to seeing your chil drei
Peppermint Village Gift Shop!!!

Betty SnodgrassdHoliday Shop Coordinator
Home (817)4466132 Cell (682)4723749



