
   

  

Volume 25, Issue 1 

 

Ditto Ranger Roundup 

Newsletter Chair 
 

Sunny Anderson 

 

Terri Murrell 

Message from the Principal 

Inside this Issue: 

 

Ruth Ditto Elementary School,  Arlington, Texas 

          September 2011 

K and 1st Grade 2 

2nd and 3rd Grades 3 

4th and 5th Grades 4 

6th Grade & Counselor 

 

5 

Cafeteria, Library & Service 

Project 

 

6 

Volunteer Info. 7-9 

Snow Cones 9 

Box Tops & Join the PTA 10 

PTA Form 

 

11 

PTA President & Ditto Dash 

 

12 

Directory, Grade Party Fund & 

Homeroom Helpers 

 

13 

Fundraiser 14 

  

Dear Ditto Parents, 

 

You have done an amazing job helping your children get back into the 

swing of school!  The back to school way of life has once again become a 

reality for each of us.  Establishing good habits and routines now will pay big 

dividends as the year progresses.  One of our campus goals this year is to 

reduce the number of student absences and tardies.  Ask your children 

about the “magic time.”  (Answer:  8:05 a.m.)  Helping your children arrive 

by 8:05 each morning allows them ample time to prepare for the day and 

hear morning announcements at 8:20.  We feel strongly that teaching 

children the importance of being on time will only help them throughout 

their lives.   

 

The fourth annual Ditto Rangers’ Preseason Picnic & Supply Night was a huge 

success because of the collaboration between the Ditto faculty and staff, 

PTA and Dad’s Club.  The steps and picnic tables behind the school were full 

of Ditto families.  Tables showcasing PTA and the Ditto Dads Club were set up 

and manned with smiling faces.  Ditto Rangers ensured the playground 

equipment and swings were in working order. Who could resist the aroma of 

grilled hot dogs!  The Ditto PTA and Ditto Dads Club play such a critical role 

in the success of our school.  I hope you will join and actively participate in 

their projects.   

 

Please plan to follow our Ditto parking lot map as you drop off and pick up 

your children.  Pull as far forward as possible in the lane closest to the school, 

have your children exit/enter the car there and then pull into the middle 

lane to exit our parking lot.  A right turn only is allowed when exiting onto 

Waterview Drive.  We could still use several volunteers to help in the mornings 

(7:50-8:15 a.m.) and afternoons (3:15-3:40).  Anytime from one day a month 

to one day a week would go a long way toward helping keep our students 

safe.  If you are interested in helping, please contact the Ditto office and 

leave your name and phone number.  A special thanks to our dedicated 

volunteers…you are truly making a difference!! 

 

The members of the Ditto faculty and staff are honored to be entrusted with 

your precious cargo.  Allowing your children to enter our hallways is a 

decision (whether by choice or by default) you will never regret!  Upholding 

Ditto Elementary’s slogan of “Where the Best Begins!” is important to all of us. 

We are off to an amazing start!   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Julie Harcrow 

Principal 

 

 

Ditto Campus Goals: 
 Implement a System of 

Academic Interventions 

 Reduce Course/Subject 

Failure 

 Vertical Alignment 

 Engage Parents and 

Community 

 Prevent Campus Violence 

 Reduce Absences and 

Tardies 

 

AISD Council of PTA’s 

announces the following 

information from Ditto PTA: 

 

Ditto Elementary is 

committed to providing a 

comprehensive school 

program, which will enable 

the academic growth and 

development of the total 

child – intellectually, 

socially, and physically. 

 

Parents are children’s first and most influential teachers. By reading to children 

or having them read to us, by making sure homework is done, by monitoring 

television use, by knowing how children spend their time, parents can have a 

powerfully positive effect on their children’s learning.  

~ U.S. Secretary of Education 
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Welcome back to school and to first grade! We 

are so pleased to welcome Mrs. Ware and Mrs. 

Lambott to the first grade team. While they are 

new to Ditto, they come to us with years of 

teaching experience. We are so excited about 

working with you and your child this year. We 

are already off to a great start, and we’re just 

about to get our routines down: where to come in 

every morning, how to walk down the hall to PE, 

art, and music, where to meet Mom, Dad, or big 

brother in the afternoon.  We enjoyed seeing 

many of you at the Parent Orientation meetings. 

Thank you for taking the time to come! 
 

Everyone seems to be getting into the swing of 

homework for “making words” (on Monday night) 

and math (Tuesday-Thursday nights). The kids 

have been very excited about it, and returning it 

to school in the Take-Home folder daily helps 

establish a routine for school and teaches 

responsibility.  Don’t forget to sign the folder 

every night and take out all the completed 

papers from that day.  Please have fun with 

homework: no more than 10 minutes a night for 

math, 10 minutes for “making words” and 10 

minutes for them to read to you. It might help 

to get that folder ready to go the night before 

(“on the floor by the door the night before”).  
 

We are working hard to individually assess your 

child during the next few weeks so we can move 

them along the continuum of learning to read and 

write fluently. Part of that assessment will 

include use of the DRA2 (Developmental Reading 

Assessment)  and the DMA (Developmental Math 

Assessment), and these results will be shared 

with you at our individual parent conferences in 

October/November. Our “report card” is a 

developmental checklist showing where your 

child is on that continuum of learning. Just like 

in Kindergarten, it will come home every 12 

weeks. Progress notes will be sent home at the 

end of the other six weeks periods. But of 

course, the best way to know how your child is 

doing is to check their work daily as it comes 

home in the Take-Home folder.  
 

Again, welcome to first grade. Our conference 

period is 10:05-10:55, and you can call the office 

(682-867-3100) to schedule a conference if you 

have concerns that cannot wait until October or 

can’t be addressed on the Take-Home folder 

communications page. Our goal is for your child 

to be successful!  
 

P.S. Please remember to check when your child 

has PE so they can wear “safe” shoes (with toes, 

typically tennis shoes).  Little girls also need to 

wear shorts under their cute little dresses. 

Thanks. 

 

      

First Grade News 

Kindergarten News and Knots 
We are off to a great start in Kindergarten. We have been busy reviewing the colors along with learning 

a new schedule and routine. The students have been working on learning and implementing classroom 

rules and procedures. We are looking forward to learning the letters and sounds and forming the 

letters correctly in language arts. In math we are learning about the calendar and singing about the 

days of the week. We have also been learning how to describe an object by its attributes. In social 

studies we have been learning how to stand and pledge the American flag.   

 

Thank you so much to those volunteers who have been helping out at Kindergarten lunch.  Also, a big 

thank you to those of you who were able to make it to our Parent Orientation.   

 

Please make sure your child has a water bottle, a towel, and a zipper bag for their class.  Towels and 

water bottles will be sent home on Fridays to be washed.  Please make sure you return them on 

Mondays. 
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Welcome parents to the land of second grade! As we discussed during Parent 

Orientation, our new second graders have many new and somewhat scary adventures ahead. If 

you were unable to attend orientation but would like a copy of the Power Point presentation, 

please let your homeroom teacher know. 

The first big adventure of changing classes came and went without too much of a 

problem. Our second graders tackled the challenge and now are comfortable with their 

changes. Just so that you know, not all students change classes, but most do at least once. Your 

child’s class schedule is posted inside the front cover of their folder.  

Our first book orders of the year will come home soon. Look for information for parent 

access to order online from Scholastic Books. We hope this will make ordering books more 

convenient for you. 

Second grade does not send home much in the way of homework, but please remember 

we expect them to read 10 minutes and practice math facts nightly. Just a reminder, your 

child's spelling words are available through www.spellingcity.com. Type in the name of your 

child's language teacher and select the week. 

We are very excited about our new school year and look forward to working closely with 

you and your children. As always, if you have any concerns or questions you may contact us 

through our district email or the office (682-867-3100). 

Your Second Grade Team 
klowe@aisd.net          sfryer@aisd.net 

ncain@aisd.net     gmiller1@aisd.net 

aboggs@aisd.net    rshepard@aisd.net 

 

2nd Grade News 

3rd Grade News… 
Third graders are doing a great job!  We have 
accomplished a lot since school started.  
Notebooks are in order, homework is getting 
done, and new concepts are being learned. 
 

Parents, here are some reminders for you.  
Please sign your child’s assignment sheet every 
night.  Check this assignment sheet to see if 
your child has homework.  Then, please help 
see that your child has placed finished 
homework in his/her orange homework folder 
to return it to school.  Also, please check your 
child’s behavior sheet each night.  
 

In math, we are starting off with some very 
important concepts.  In the first topic, we will 
read and write whole numbers through the 
thousands, compare and order numbers, and 
count money.  Please practice addition and 

subtraction facts at home.  Flashcards are a 
great way to do this.  
 

In reading, the first unit is all about why 
learning is important.  Please have your child 
read 20 minutes nightly for reading homework.  
This helps with both fluency and 
comprehension. 
 

We will be studying communities in social 
studies.  We are learning about neighborhoods, 
continents, and hemispheres.  We are having 
fun using maps skills and globes. 
 

In science, we have been exploring the various 
roles of scientists, the tools they use, and 
science safety.  We are investigating the 
properties of matter.   
 

Third graders are off to a great start! 
 

mailto:klowe@aisd.net
mailto:sfryer@aisd.net
mailto:ncain@aisd.net
mailto:gmiller1@aisd.net
mailto:aboggs@aisd.net
mailto:rshepard@aisd.net
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4th Grade News 

The 4th grade teachers are very pleased to be entrusted with such a great group of boys and girls!  Parents, 
if you would like to help out in the classroom or attend any field trips this year, you must be an 
approved volunteer.  Effective with the new 2011-2012 school year, instead of paper forms, all 
Volunteer Applications must be submitted online through the AISD website: 

 http://www.aisd.net/departments/volunteer.aspx 
 
Once your application is submitted online, a copy of a government-issued photo ID, such as your 
current driver’s license, must be provided before your application can be processed.  Please visit 
the web site for specific instructions.  
 

Fourth grade teacher e-mail addresses can be found in your student’s binder at the bottom of the 
Assignment Sheet.  Our conference time is 2:30 – 3:20.   Because organization is key to a successful 4th 
grade year, a reference page has been placed in the front of each student’s binder to help familiarize you 
with our procedures.  In addition, please note that Take Home Folders are sent home every Monday with 
your child’s graded papers.  We strongly encourage you to keep these until report cards are received at the 
end of each 6 weeks.  
 
We appreciate you allowing us to educate your 4th graders and will do our best to make this a fun and 
successful year! 
 
The Fourth Grade Team 

5th Grade News…. 
Welcome to Fifth Grade students 
and parents! We hope you had an 
enjoyable and memorable 
summer! We are very excited 
about this year and all the 
interesting subjects your child will 
study. We’ve had a great beginning 
of the year and are getting used to 
our new academic schedules. Our 
goal is to make this year their 
BEST year ever! This year your 
child will be taking three very 
important STAAR tests. They will 
be learning many strategies in 
every subject, and we want to 
encourage your involvement and 
support in their education.  
 
We encourage your child to read 
every night. Your child will be 
introduced to some strategies to 
help them on their STAAR test. 
They will be required to follow 
these comprehension skills to 
reinforce their success on reading 
passages.  
 

We are tackling some math skills 
and reviewing basic operations 
using larger numbers. We are 
working  on multiplication facts to 
memorization. We have 
introduced prime and composite 
numbers. Your child needs to be 
reviewing their simple addition 
and subtraction facts. Practice 
makes better! 
 
We already have fifth grade 
scientists. Your child will be 
documenting all learned concepts 
in their black marble science 
journal. They will rarely use their 
science book as they are creating 
their own. Encourage them to 
show their journal to you and 
explain items entered. Their 
science journey is centered around 
hands-on learning and exploring. 
 
The love of language arts!  We will 
be learning the importance of 
recognizing nouns and building 
our knowledge of them. You can 

ask your child to show you the 
nouns  when you are reading the 
newspaper, magazine, or cookbook. 
The ideas are endless! 
 
We have a wonderful history series, 
History Alive. This book centers 
around hands-on activities that we 
add to our social studies journals. 
Your child will have an adventure 
learning about U.S. History! History 
will come alive in Fifth Grade! 
 
We give our Fifth Graders many 
incentives throughout the year. Your 
child will be able to purchase items 
with tickets during game day and 
receive awards for benchmark 
testing. We are requesting donations 
of tiny and regular sized candy bars 
and soft drinks. These donated 
items will be appreciated and 
enjoyed!  Thank you so much for all 
your support in your child’s 
education. We are looking forward 
to a great year in Fabulous Fifth 
Grade! 
 

http://www.aisd.net/departments/volunteer.aspx
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6 th  Grade News   
Sixth Grade is looking forward to a fantastic year! We are off to a great start learning 

procedures, working on organization and getting into a routine.  

 

Thanks to the many parents who were able to join us for Parent Orientation night. As 
a reminder to al l:  

ü Please sign your childôs assignment sheet every weekend. Students should be 

writing down all assignments on the front, and behavior is recorded on the 

back.  

ü Look for math homework every evening!  

ü Spelling units are due each Thursday.  
ü All 6 th  graders sho uld be reading a book of their choice at least 20 minutes 

every evening.  

ü Please help your child stay organized by going through the binder periodically 

and making sure all papers are filed.  

ü If you havenôt done so already, please consider making a donation to the 6 th  

grade party fund. This money is used not only for our class parties, but also the 
6 th  grade graduation reception at the end of the year. Thanks to all who have 

contributed!  

 

What a great start to the new school year.  I am so excited to be back at Ditto for my 6th year as 

building counselor.  To assist with the district focus of bully prevention, I plan to share information each 

month on helping our students feel comfortable and safe here at school. 

 

Friends are a big part of the school day, and just like practicing skills in soccer or volleyball can make 

you a better athlete and player, practicing friendship skills can make you a better classmate and 

friend.  In his book The Bully Free Classroom, Allen L. Beane, Ph.D., suggests working on the following 

skills to increase and improve friendships. 

 

1. Reach out.  Don’t always wait for someone else to start the conversation.  A simple smile or hi 

can go a long way. 

2. Be a good listener.  Look at people while they talk with you.  Pay attention and ask questions 

about what they say. 

3. Don’t be a show-off.  Not everyone you meet will have the same talents or interest as you.  Be 

proud of your accomplishments without bragging.  Notice and comment on other people’s 

accomplishments. 

4. Do your share of the work.  Relationships take effort.  Take turns planning activities. 

5. Be accepting.  Not all your friends need to think and act just like you. 

6. Let people know you’re interested about them.  Don’t just talk about yourself.  Pay attention to 

what they say 

 

Dr. Beane goes on to suggest picking a skill to work on each week.  At the end of the week, talk to your 

child about the skill and progress made.  Support new friendships by planning activities with new 

potential friends. 

 

Karen Heisterkamp  
        

Counselorõs Corner 
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Library News… 
Our students will be taking part in several reading incentives programs, the first one starting in 

October, which is called "Book-It!" and is sponsored by Pizza Hut.  Students who read a certain 

amount of time each month will receive a coupon good for a personal pan pizza at Pizza Hut!     

 

Our first book fair is through Southwest Book Company and runs Monday, October 17 until 

Friday, October 21.  Grandparents' Day for grades K, 1, 2 and 6 will be Thursday, October 20; 

Grandparents' Day for grades 3, 4 and 5 will be Friday, October 21.  More information to 

follow!   

 

Please continue to encourage your child to read to you and/or be read to daily!  Please 

email me at jmurrow@aisd.net if you have any questions or concerns.   

 

Jeanie Murrow 

Ditto Librarian 

September Service Project 
 

The PTA is asking for donations of zipper binders and general school supplies to benefit 
Ditto students and children from Mission Arlington.  There is a white container for the supplies in 

the workroom.  We will take donations until September 16th.  Thank you in advance for your caring 
heart and considerate donation! 

 
Greetings from the Cafeteria! 

 

It is wonderful to see so many familiar faces back this year and always a joy to meet our new 

students.  My name is Marsha Hutchinson and I am the cafeteria manager.  This is my 16th year at 

Ditto.  I want to explain how we take payments to your student's lunch account.  You can bring or 

send a check with your student (please include the student ID number on the check), cash is 

always accepted, and you may pay online with PayPams.  I cannot accept credit or debit cards at 

school.  There is a link to PayPams on the Food and Nutrition Services pages of the AISD website.  

You also received information on PayPams in the packet your student brought home the first day 

of school.   

 

Please try to keep money in your student's account.  As the account gets low, I will tell the student 

and stamp his or her hand with a green stamp, either an apple or an “oops” stamp.  If your student 

has no money in their account, we can offer them a “Courtesy Meal”.  This consists of either a cold 

cheese sandwich and milk, OR the hot veggie of the day, bread of the day and milk.  We prefer not 

to give Courtesy Lunches, but we must follow our policies.  Please watch for that stamp and ask 

your student if they have enough money in their account for lunch.  If you set up an account in 

PayPams, you can check your student's balance and also have an alert sent to you when the account 

is low. Feel free to call me if you have any questions or concerns at 817-492-3109. 

 

I am looking forward to a wonderful year.  I hope to see you when we have special events such as 

Grandparents’ Day and our Thanksgiving Feast!  Have a good year.   Ms. Marsha 
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Ditto is OUR community and we want YOU to be involved! This year we are hoping you will help support 
our school and the Three for ME program!   What is Three for Me?  It is a promise from a parent, 
grandparent, or friend to commit to volunteer at least THREE hours of your time to Ditto this school year!  It 
is proven that when parents are involved, students achieve more!  You might say, “Just THREE hours?”  
But, a little means a lot! 
 

Volunteers are the MORTAR between the bricks!! Whether it is making copies for a teacher, reading to 
children, stapling papers, shelving library books, baking a cake, or building a game for Spring Fling, every 
hour counts!  In addition, there are many opportunities for volunteerism, even in the home.  If a parent 
works and has limited time, there are activities those parents can do from their home to fulfill their promise. 
 

When your Three for ME goal is accomplished, we would love to recognize you by posting your name on 
the Three for Me Wall of FAME in the workroom and in the Ditto newsletter!  What a treat for your kids to 
see their parents care about their school, too!  
   
Your volunteering won’t go unnoticed or unrecognized.  All you must do is fill out the BLUE Daily Service 
Cards, located in the copy room when you volunteer.  The Daily Service Card is the only way we are able 
to track your volunteer hours.   
 

However, before you can volunteer at Ditto or interact with the students, you MUST be an approved AISD 
volunteer.  An approved list is posted in the copy and work rooms for you to view.  After you are approved, 
a Lime Green volunteer badge, located in the blue treasure chest in the copy room, will be made for you to 
wear at all times while on campus or a field trip.  Until you are approved, please sign in at the office for a 
“Visitors” badge.   
 

We are so excited to have you at Ditto!  We want you to know that YOU are valued and whatever your 
contribution is, it will make a difference!   
 

I hope to see all your names on the Wall of Fame! 
 

Laura Cardenas 
Volunteer Coordinator 
 

 

Calling All Volunteers!  
 

Volunteer Orientation and Breakfast  
Please come and join us for some warm food and fun at the Volunteer Orientation.  All volunteers, previous and 
new, are invited to join in on the fun!  Following the meeting, some veteran volunteers will lead a tour of the 
campus to help new volunteers become more familiar with the grounds.  Join us in the cafeteria to meet other 
volunteers and get to know your fellow Ditto parents!  Your little ones are welcome, too! 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

    When:  Thursday, September 8, 2011 
    Time:  9:30 a.m. 
    Where: Ditto Cafeteria 
    Who:  New and Returning Volunteers 
    Hosted by:   Ditto PTA, Laura Cardenas, Volunteer Coordinator 
      & Laura Martinez, Assistant Vol. Coordinator  
 

       Howdy Volunteers!   
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ñThree for Meò  

 Wall of Fame    
 

As of Monday, October 17, your 2011-2012 volunteer badge must be   
 

 
 

(The YELLOW Volunteer badges will no longer be valid.) 
 
If you plan on volunteering at a holiday party, as a classroom reader, attend field trips or Field Days, or any 
other school activity, you MUST be an AISD APPROVED VOLUNTEER.  If you have not completed the 
2011-2012 volunteer application and submitted a clear copy of your driverôs license, you will want to 
complete this process ASAP.  You can find the online application on the AISD website as well as the Ditto 
homepage.  Or you may click here - http://www.aisd.net/departments/Volunteer.aspx  
 
The list of approved volunteers is updated weekly. The most recent list is posted in the copy room.  
 
**Please note that paper applications are no longer valid and no paper applications were processed for the 
2011-2012 school year.  All volunteers must register as a NEW volunteer for this new process. 
 
Thank you, 

Laura Cardenas    Laura Martinez 
Volunteer Coordinator    Asst. Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Congratulations to the following volunteers for hitting their Three for Me!   

 

 

Gloria Anderson John Demby Holly Ragsdill 

Sunny Anderson Adrienne Ferguson Betty Snodgrass 

Shawn Angelcyk Amy Ingram Dee Dee Van Horn 

Laura Cardenas Nikki Jerkins Amy Wallace 

Jennifer Conkle Elizabeth Madison Carol Wallace 

Helen Dashti Laura Martinez Shelley Wesolowski 

Charlotte Demby Kelly McCollough  

 

http://www.aisd.net/departments/Volunteer.aspx
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Charlotte Demby 
Charlotte Demby  is the September Volunteer of the Month.  Charlotte is a Ditto parent that can be 

counted on to fill just about any need ² from helping with traffic duty after school, to lunch duty for 

our students, to making copies for staff members and organization projects to make our school run 

more efficiently.  Charlotte can be counted on in a pinch and is always happy to help! 

 

Charlotte was also instrumental in helping with the success of the Ditto Dash last year and is already 

busy working on the 2011 Ditto Dash! 

 

Charlotte is married to John Demby, Treasurer of the Ditto Dad®s Club, and has 2 children at Ditto and 

a teenager.  Thank you Charlotte for ALL that you do for Ditto and your involvement with our 

children!  You are truly appreciated. 

  

 

Laura Cardenas  

Laura Cardenas is the August Volunteer of the Month.  Laura is an awesome volunteer who always has a smile 

to share! She currently is serving her second year as 7th Vice President in charge of Volunteers for the PTA 

Executive Board. Last year, she recruited volunteers for every Ditto event, as well as participated as a 

volunteer herself. She is efficient, hard-working and dependable. You can see her at numerous places about 

the Ditto putting in her volunteers hours, believing if she is asking someone else to put in their time, she will 

too! You can always depend on her to ask, “What do you need me to do?” and know she will follow through. 

 

In addition to her PTA duties, Laura also has been a lead room mom for the past two years and is a Girl Scout 

Troop leader. She is married to Chuck Cardenas, a member of the Ditto Dad’s Club, and they have twin 

daughters in the 4th grade and a son in 1st grade. 

 

Congratulations Laura, and a huge thank you for all you do! 
 

SNOW CONES 
 Come out to the back of the gym on Fridays after school and enjoy 

a yummy cold snow cone  for just $0.50. A great way to cool off 

during these warmer days!  
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Be a Team Player and Help Your Homeroom get a Touchdown! 

The first 2 classrooms to get 100% membership will be rewarded with 

a field trip during the school year! 

Only $6.50 Per Member 

 Please fill out the form on the next page of this newsletter and return to your homeroom 

teacher by Friday, September 9, 2011. 

 
For Questions Contact: 

Sunita Toper at toperj@yahoo.com or (817)563-5830 

 Stephanie Vacanti at stephanievacanti@sbcglobal.net or (817) 496-9462 

 

 

Box Tops Are Back!!!  
 
It’s time to start collecting Box Tops again! Your child will be bringing home a collection 

sheet at the beginning of each six weeks. Please clip and affix your Box Tops to the 

collection sheet, or to any piece of paper. You may also collect your Box Tops in baggies, 

putting 10 Box Tops per bag. Don’t forget to write your child’s name and teacher’s name 

on each submission! Please check for any expired Box Tops. There will be a random 

drawing each six weeks for prizes for all who participate by bringing Box Tops. This is a 

great way to earn cash for Ditto Elementary, so keep clipping!!! 

 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact your Box Tops Coordinators. 

 
Joey Smith and Virginia Paredes 

mzjoey_smith518@yahoo.com or  virginiagparedes@yahoo.com 
 

Team Up and Join the PTA! 

mailto:toperj@yahoo.com
mailto:stephanievacanti@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mzjoey_smith518@yahoo.com
mailto:virginiagparedes@yahoo.com


 

VOLUME 25, ISSUE 1 DITTO RANGER ROUNDUP 

 

PAGE 11 

 
 
  



 

PAGE 12 

 

VOLUME 25, ISSUE 1 DITTO RANGER ROUNDUP 

 

 
  

iDash. 
Do You? 
11.12.11 

Preparations are underway for the 2011 Ditto Dash, a 5K and 1M fun run held at our campus. We are looking for 

volunteers to help with planning and/or race day. Please contact Kelly McCollough if you would like to help (817-

492-9415; jimandkellymc@sbcglobal.net). 

In addition, there are two ways to sponsor the Ditto Dash this year. Business owners will receive a complementary 

ad in the Ditto Directory with their sponsorship (deadline 9/30), in addition to all the other great advertising 

opportunities available with the Ditto Dash. New this year, Ditto families can sponsor the race for $100 and have 

their family’s name printed on the back of the race t-shirt! Additional information and forms are available in the 

school entryway. 

 

Welcome to Ditto! What a wonderful start to the year we have had! After earning our fourth-in-a-row Exemplary 

rating last year, there is a glow of anticipation in the air to make this year number five! What an exciting time to be a 

Ditto Ranger! Congratulations to the students, teachers and administration for coming together to truly make Ditto 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ .Ŝǎǘ .ŜƎƛƴǎΗέ 

The best part of this wonderful news is that you, too, Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 5ƛǘǘƻ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ .Ŝǎǘ .ŜƎƛƴǎέ ōȅ 

joining PTA and offering your time! 

The PTA Membership Drive deadline has been extended until Sept. 9 to give everyone an opportunity to join this 

valuable organization. For just $6.50 per person, your membership helps support educational endeavors on local, 

state and national levels. At Ditto, the PTA sponsors grade level programs, teacher and student incentives, the 

Student Directory, the Ditto Newsletter, Ditto spirit wear, monthly service projects, Muffins for Moms, Donuts for 

Dads, Spring Fling, teacher appreciation celebrations, Field Days, snow cones and popcorn Fridays, the yearbook and 

so much more. In addition to helping the PTA provide these items, a portion of each membership is sent to support 

state and national educational efforts. And while your time and efforts are always welcome at Ditto, joining PTA 

does not require you to do anything else but join.  

If you are interested in volunteering, there are many opportunities available around campus for all AISD approved 

volunteers. Just a few areas volunteers are utilized include helping with teacher projects, reading to students, selling 

snow cones and popcorn, working at Spring Fling, shelving books in the library, taking photos for the yearbook, 

serving as a room parent, and the list goes on. 

So please take a moment to join PTA and fill out your volunteer application and become a part of making Ditto 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ .Ŝǎǘ .ŜƎƛƴǎΣέ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛŦǘƘ-in-a-row Exemplary rating! 

We look forward to seeing you as a member of Ditto PTA! If you have any questions, please contact me! 

Ditto is ready for another wonderful year! 

Elizabeth Madison 
Ditto Elementary PTA President 
4goldenpaws@att.net 
 

mailto:4goldenpaws@att.net
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Grade Level Party Funds Needed 
If you were unable to donate to your child's grade level party fund, you still have time. Each grade level needs more 

money for all the activities, gifts, snacks, paper goods, games, drinks and much more that each child receives during 

the school year. These donations help the Room Representatives provide a good time for each child. Please send your 

donation in an envelope by September 30. Please label the outside of the envelope with "Party Fund Donation, Child's 

Name, Grade & Amount" to be given to Lisa Mohon. Your teacher will then place the envelope in her PTA file in th e 

copy room. Thanks in advance for your donation. 
 

Homeroom Representatives/Leads/Helpers 
Each teacher will have at least two homeroom representatives to help prepare, plan and attend the parties and activities 

for that grade level. Each grade level will h ave at least one lead over the representatives to plan with the lead teacher. 

Each teacher has unlimited amount of helpers in their classroom. The helpers provide extra snacks, paper goods, drinks 

that go beyond the party fund amount. Helpers usually can't  help during school hours. If you haven't already 

completed a form and you are interested in any of these positions, please contact Amy Wallace. The representatives and 

leads will be contacted through email when all the positions have been filled for each class. The helpers will be 

contacted in October by the leads and representatives. Thanks! 
 

Lisa Mohon: 817-308-2427/mohon6@att.net 

Amy Wallace: 817-929-1692/wallace24@sbcglobal.net 

Ditto PTA Homeroom Representative Co-Coordinators 

 

Student Directory!   
 

2011 -2012 Ditto Elementary School Student Telephone Directory  

will be published soon.  

Purchase an advertisement.  It is a great opportunity to advertise.  

 
Who should buy an ad???  EVERYONE thaté.   

 

 Has a business, provides a service or works for a business and wants to reach 

700+ families .  

 

 Has a child to spotlighté buy an ad for your favorite Ditto Ranger(s), girl/boy 

scout troop, sports team, award winner, best friends, etc.  

 

 Wants to support Ditto , the ads are $40 for a Half Page & $60 for a full page.  

What a bargain!  

 

The deadline for ads is Friday, September 16th.  

To purchase an advertisement please contact:   
Sally Smith sally_j_smith@hotmail.com  or 817.673.9679   

 

Turn in your signed permission to print form.  The sooner we have all of these forms back, the sooner 

our Ditto Rangers have a 2011 -2012 Directory!  

Buy a Student Ad for your Ditt o Ranger.  It is a $5.00 ad for a  year of praise.    

For questions contact Jennifer Conkle -  Jennifer_conkle@yahoo.com  or 817 -881 -6890.  

mailto:sally_j_smith@hotmail.com
mailto:Jennifer_conkle@yahoo.com
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2011 Ditto Fall Fundraiser 

Here is your 

chance  to help 

Ditto shine!  

 

           Prizes  
 Sell 5 or more items-receive “Alvin and the 

Chipmunks” plush doll 

 Sell 15 or more items-Grab as much cash 

as possible from the money machine! 

 Vendor will also provide cumulative 

prizes as well as these incentives. 

 PTA Budget and Finance VP & Chairman  

Michelle Hernandez :  michelle.beltran26@yahoo.com  or 682 - 521 - 6156  

Nikki Jerkins:  nikkijerkins@gmail.com  or 682 - 553 - 1684  

P 

What you should know: 

When: 

Selling 

Sept. 16
th

- 29
th

  

Entertainment 

Passbooks for 

$25  

Cookie dough 

in a tub for 

$12  

Pre - portioned 

cookie dough 

for $14  

 
 

mailto:michelle.beltran26@yahoo.com
mailto:nikkijerkins@gmail.com

