
Welcome to IB and to Language A-1 IB!  Many people today are 

content to do as little as possible, so I commend you for your commitment 

to go above and beyond the norm.  Hopefully, This two year journey will 

be a wonderful experience for you.  I am excited and honored to be  a part 

of the choice you have made to participate in the prestigious programme 

that is IB. 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to call me at (817) 

817.360.3579.  You can write me at ms_wheat_english@yahoo.com.  You 

can also text me.  In fact, I respond more quickly to text than to phone 

messages or email.  
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    Summer Reading 

Your assigned reading this summer is Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The 

Scarlet Letter.  I suggest purchasing your own copy so that you 

can mark in it.  The Scarlet Letter is a challenging book, so don’t 

wait until the last day of summer to tackle it (please note that you are not re-

quired to read the introductory chapter entitled “The Custom House”).  You 

can expect a test over the novel, so read carefully for character, theme, and 

plot.  But you’ll have to pay special attention to setting 

 

As you read, keep a journal on the importance of setting in the novel.  

Look for patterns and contrasts in setting, and notice how setting helps to 

reinforce the book’s themes, reveals something about a character, fore-

shadows an event, explains the significance of a conflict, etc.  There’s a 

sample entry on the back.  Read it carefully and follow its format.  The 

specific requirements for the journal are continued on the back page. 
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Entry 1:  from Chapter 2 

 

Set outside Boston’s prison, the scene begins with a crowd await-

ing the release of the novel’s protagonist, Hester Prynne.  The door of the 

prison is “heavily timbered” and “studded with iron spikes.”  Upon the 

dense grassy area, overrun with various weeds, sits “the black flower of 

civilized society” that is the town’s prison (35).  However, a beautiful and 

fragrant rose bush, adorned with “delicate gems,” flanks this ominous 

building offering a “sweet moral blossom” to the reader (36). 

Opening the novel outside a prison as he does, Hawthorne antici-

pates the central theme of judgment that runs through the book.  Although 

the prison is unsightly and threatening, it is apparently necessary for a civi-

lized society.  But nature, represented by the rose bush, is nearby to counter 

the harsh realities of civilization.  It represents to the condemned a gesture 

of forgiveness, and to the reader, a symbol of mercy.  

147 words 

 

Entry 2:  from chapter _____ 

  

50%    Set up an academic email address.  (details for this are explained below) 

50%    1st entry due by: July 14, 2009 

Entries must come from all parts of the book—beginning, middle, and, end.  YOU MAY NOT USE THE EXAMPLE THAT I HAVE 

INCLUDED— DO NOT USE THE PRISON DOOR OR THE ROSE BUSH 

Each entry must include a summary of the setting, embedded quotations (with parenthetical documentation), and, in    

       a second paragraph, your own commentary. 

The journal must be typed, double-spaced, and in a legible font. 

The journal must be submitted through Turnitin.com, so make absolutely certain that your work is original.   

To use turnitin.com, you will have to have a copy of your journal in a standard word processing file format. 

To receive credit for this assignment, you must submit to turnitin.com AND  

You must have a hard copy of the assignment on the day it is due in class. 

You must set up an academic email address.  This should be some form of your name such as a first initial and              

       last name or you entire first name.  This will be for academic purposes only.  Keep your other email address for  

       personal correspondence. I will not give you credit without an academic email address.   

The journal will be due the first full class period. 

The journal must include at least 10 entries, approximately 100 words each.  (no more than 150) 

You will submit 1 journal entry over the summer in turnitin.com with an academic email address.  Submitting this entry     

       and setting up this address will be a participation grade for class 

NOTICE… 

how the first sentence of the response describes 

where the scene takes place.  It is the scene at the 

beginning of the novel, just outside the prison door 

where the community has gathered to watch the 

release of Hester Prynne. 

the use of embedded quotes and the page number of 

the citations.  The quotes are surrounded by original 

wording.  The quotes flow, however, as though they 

are part of the original sentence.   

The entry is written in literary present tense. 

the period is on the outside of the parentheses.   

the two different paragraphs:   

1.  the first describes the scene, 

2.     while the second comments on the importance  

           of this  particular setting. 

the entry is double spaced. 

the next entry is just below the previous one.  There 

is no need to begin a whole new page for each entry.  

Just add one entry after the one before it.  Please do 

not turn in 10 different pages. 

Add a word count at the end of each entry.  Do not 

go over 150 words for each entry.   

Important Information:  Requirements 

Example of  

an entry  


