Great City Schools Superintendents/Chancellors/CEOs-The Council of the Great City Schools and College Board invite you to join the College Board Opportunity
Scholarships Challenge – a campaign to mobilize 50,000 students to begin taking important actions in
the college planning process while earning opportunities for scholarships. Districts that are most
successful at enrolling students and mobilizing them to take these actions between now and June 1,
2019 will earn public recognition from the Council and the College Board this fall at the annual Great
City School Conference in Louisville.
Many students and families across the country say that getting into college is complicated and
overwhelming. They are looking for a simple guide that tells them what to do and when to do it. The
College Board created a new $25 million scholarship program, the College Board Opportunity
Scholarships, that guides students through the college planning process and offers them chances to earn
money for college along the way.
•

•
•

The program lays out six key steps students can take to get to college and by completing each
step, they will earn a chance for scholarships ranging from $500-$2,000. If students complete all
six steps, they will earn a chance at a $40,000 scholarship. (See separate attachment)
The program launched in December and is currently open to high school juniors (Class of 2020)
attending schools in the US, Puerto Rico, and US territories.
At least half of all the scholarships—$2.5 million each year—will be awarded to students whose
families earn less than $60,000 per year.

For the Great City Schools – College Board Opportunity Scholarship Challenge, we’re focused on
encouraging students to complete the first two steps in the program – Build Your College List ($500
scholarships) and Practice for the SAT ($1,000 scholarships). These are critical steps for juniors to take
as they begin their college planning process and they build on our successful “Great City Schools Official
SAT Practice All in Campaign.” We invite interested districts to sign up for this challenge and support
students as they begin their college planning process.

Goals of this Challenge
Join our challenge to support students by:
•
•
•

Getting students to sign up for the Great City Schools – College Board Opportunity Scholarship
Challenge at cb.org/opportunity
Encouraging students to complete the first action – beginning to explore colleges and creating a
list of six colleges they are interested in using BigFuture
Motivating students to complete the second action – practicing for six hours using Official SAT
Practice on Khan Academy

Awards for Districts
There will be prizes awarded to the districts with the highest percentage of their juniors (Class of 2020)
to complete each objective. Three awards will recognize districts with the highest percentage of
juniors to:
1. Sign up for the College Board Opportunity Scholarships program
2. Complete the Build Your College List step
3. Complete the Practice for the SAT step
Each award will be $5,000 and will be presented to the winning districts at the Council of the Great City
Schools Conference in Louisville, KY in October 2019.
How to Sign Up for the Challenge and Get Started
1. Sign Up Your District: Take the pledge and join the campaign today by registering here by
February 22nd. Districts that register by this deadline will receive a comprehensive resource kit
and be invited to a webinar in late February hosted by College Board.
2. Spread the Word: Attached to this email, you will find a handout/flyer describing the College
Board Opportunity Scholarships Program that will help you spread the word.
3. Learn More: To learn more about this exciting new scholarship program, you can visit the
College Board Opportunity Scholarships website. For questions, additional information or any
other needs, please email ScholarshipChallenge@collegeboard.org.
We look forward to the work ahead. Thank you.

Michael Casserly, Executive Director
Council of the Great City Schools
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