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Project Timeline

New Thornton Elementary School

PRE-DESIGN: MAY – JUNE 2020
Design Charettes with 
1) Senior Staff
2) Principal and Key Faculty
3) Students
4) Parents

SCHEMATIC DESIGN - CURRENT
June – September 2020
Presentation to the School Board 
September  3, 2020

Demolition Package 
Issue September 2020

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
October – December 2020

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

January 2021 – June 2021
BIDDING AND NEGOTIATIONS
Competitive Sealed Proposals 
(CSP) Method

September - December 2021

Demolition of Existing Building –
June – December 2021

CONSTRUCTION 
January 2022 – June 2023



Campus Overview
Existing Site
School Culture
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SPECIALTY PROGRAMS

ARLINGTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT – DISTRICT & CAMPUS GOALS

COMMUNITY AND 
CAMPUS 
CONNECTIONS

CULTURE OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENGAGEMENT



Design Charrettes
Overview



Thornton Elementary School — Faculty Survey Responses



What are your favorite learning activities to do outside?

¿Cuáles son tus actividades de aprendizaje favoritas para hacer afuera?

STUDYING PLANTS AND ANIMALS / 
ESTUDIAR PLANTAS Y ANIMALES

SCIENCE / CIENCIAS

ACTIVITIES / OCUPACIONES 

DON’T HAVE ANY / 
NO TENGO NINGUNO

Looking at the weather and experiments
Experimentos y observar el clima

Running, Girls on the Run, and Soccer
Corriendo, Girls on the Run, y fútbol

33%

27%

27%

13%

Thornton Elementary School — Student Survey Responses



On a scale of 1 star being lowest score and 5 the highest - please rank the following statement: I learn best when I can 
be in groups with my classmates.

En una escala donde 1 estrella es lo más bajo y 5 estrellas lo más alto, clasifica la siguiente frase:  aprendo más
cuando estoy con mis compañeros en grupo.

Thornton Elementary School — Student Survey Responses

18%

47%

24%

6%

6%
ANSWERED 2

ANSWERED 1

ANSWERED 3

ANSWERED 5

ANSWERED 4



Colors that make you happy.

Colores que te hacen feliz.

The 5 Second Rule



A B

Collaboration Space / Espacio de colaboración

This or That



Thornton Elementary School — Virtual Charrette Meeting with the Parents



Design Development 



Key design goals for the new Thornton Elementary School

Thornton Elementary School

LEARNING RICH ENVIRONMENT
Active flexible learning spaces
Useful collaboration areas
Learning on display
Connection to the outdoors
Restorative environment

STRONG IDENTITY 
Support vision of AISD 
Represent community
Campus pride
“Gateway to East Arlington”

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Parent education:
ESL and Technology

Ample assembly spaces
Extra-curricular activities for students 



Thornton Elementary School

Collaboration Prototypes

Collaboration Pod Centrally Located
Teacher Workroom as Buffer



Thornton Elementary — Site Analysis
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Thornton Elementary — Site Analysis
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Thornton Elementary — Site Analysis
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Thornton Elementary — Site Scheme
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Thornton Elementary — Site Scheme
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Thornton Elementary — Site Scheme
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Thornton Elementary — Site Scheme
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Thornton Elementary — Site Scheme
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Thornton Elementary — Site Scheme

C
AR

TE
R

 D
R

E PARK ROW DR

CA
TA

LO
 L

N

Site Analysis

PLAY
AREA

O
UTDO

O
R 

LEARNING

CO
RE

M
C

CO
RE

SPECIALS

PUBLIC

PUBLIC

ENTRY
PLAZA

PEDESTRIAN 

ZONE

PARKING

PARKING

PA
R

K
IN

G

Drives: Parent, Bus 

& Service

Parking: Visitor & Staff

Site Analysis & 
Building

PA
R

K
IN

G



Current Design
PLANS



Thornton Elementary School – Site Plan

ST
AF

F 
PA

R
KI

N
G

STAFF PARKING

ST
AF

F 
PA

R
KI

N
G

SERVICE
VISITOR PARKINGPARENT DROP O

FF

PARENT DRO
P O

FF

BUS DROP OFF



Thornton Elementary School – 1st Floor



Thornton Elementary School – 2nd Floor
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Exterior 
Development



Thornton Elementary School – Precedents

Heavier brick masses 
at corners

Glass and accent 
masonry extend from 
the central library to 
wrap community and 
student courtyards 



Thornton Elementary School – Precedents



Thornton Elementary School



Thornton Elementary School



Thornton Elementary School
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Thornton Elementary School



Thank you!


