
​Sixth Grade Placement Exploration in AISD Meeting #1​
​January 15, 2026​
​5:30 - 7:00 PM​
​Central Administration Building​

​Welcome​
​Dr. Bret Champion, Chief Schools Officer​

​Introduction of Work​​(20 mins)​
​Shahveer Dhalla, Executive Director - Junior HIgh Schools​

​- ​Project Goal
​- ​District Priorities & District Values & Beliefs
​- ​Why we are here
​- ​Committee Makeup & Introductions
​- ​Meeting Dates & Formats

​Principal Panel Q & A​​(30 mins)​
​Bianca Gholston, Principal - Atherton Elementary​
​Mark Bashum, Principal - Butler Elementary​
​Amber Price, Principal - Ousley Junior High School​
​Codi Van Duzee, Principal - Boles Junior High School​

​Considerations and Priorities​​(40 mins)​
​- ​Unlocking Middle Grade Achievement - Read & Reflect
​- ​Gather factors
​- ​Prioritize
​- ​Homework - Due Jan 30

​Important Dates​
​Date​ ​Meeting​ ​Location​

​Jan 15​ ​Meeting #1​ ​@ Central​

​Feb 12​ ​Meeting #2​ ​@ Gunn​

​March 4​ ​Meeting #3​ ​@ Young​

​April 15​ ​Meeting #4​ ​@ Workman​

​May 13​ ​Meeting #5​ ​TBD​

​May 28​ ​Meeting #6​ ​TBD​

​June 4​ ​Board Recommendation/Update​



​



​Student Panel Questions (Draft)​

​1. ​When sixth grade felt hardest for you (at a junior high or elementary school), what
​was usually going on in class?What helped, and what made it tougher?

​2. ​Did moving between teachers or staying with one teacher work better for you in sixth
​grade? Why?

​3. ​How easy was it to feel like you belonged in sixth grade (at a junior high or
​elementary school)? What helped or made it harder?

​4. ​How safe did you usually feel during the school day in sixth grade (at a junior high or
​elementary school)?

​5. ​When students broke rules or had behavior issues in sixth grade, how did adults
​usually handle it? Did it feel fair?

​6. ​When something was hard in sixth grade, who did you go to for help? Was it easy to
​get support?

​7. ​How connected did your family feel to your sixth-grade school? What worked well,
​and what didn’t?

​8. ​If you could design sixth grade, would you put it with younger kids or older kids?
​Why? What would need to be in place to make that work?

​Send to Shahveer (​​sdhalla@aisd.net​​) by January 30th:​
​- ​Your Answer
​- ​Any revisions, suggestions, or edits of questions

​Shahveer will send back the final list of student questions by February 6 for an​
​opportunity for any last minute suggestions.​

mailto:sdhalla@aisd.net





