
 

Sixth Grade Placement Exploration in AISD Meeting #2 

February 12, 2026 

5:30 - 7:00 PM 

Gunn Junior High School 

 

Welcome    

 

Review of Previous Work (5 min)  

 

Student Panel Q & A (30 min) 

Dr. Matt Varnell, Principal Gunn Junior High School 

 

Career & Technology, Fine Arts, Athletics Presentation Followed by 

Q&A Discussion (30 mins) 

 Dr. Cadence McGowan, Director of Career and Technology 

 Dr. Christopher Anderson, Director of Fine Arts 

 Eric White, Director of Athletics 

  

Reflection & Discussion (20 min) 

 Considerations Update 

 

What is needed for next time? (5 min) 

 

 

Important Dates 

Date Meeting Location 

Jan 15 Meeting #1 @ Central 

Feb 12 Meeting #2 @ Gunn 

March 4 Meeting #3 @ Young 

April 15 Meeting #4 @ Workman 

May 13 Meeting #5 TBD 

May 28 Meeting #6 TBD 

June 4 Board Recommendation/Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Student Panel Questions: 

1. Tell us about the transition from 5th grade to 6th grade.  What was the difference 

between 5th grade and 6th grade?     (Probes:  Independence in the hallways, 

homework, switching teachers, safety) 

 

2. What was the best part of 6th grade?  What was the most challenging part of 6th grade?   

 

3. When you had challenges in 6th grade, who did you go to for help?  How were you able 

to work through the problems? 

 

4. School Spirit is important.  Did you feel like you were a part of the school community?  

What things made you feel that way?       (Probes: counseling, teachers support, admin 

support, school culture opportunities, parent involvement) 

 

5. If you could make any changes to your 6th grade experience to make it better, what 

would the changes be? 



 

 

 

 


